i 


ll 


’ €De. Taylor is right, and Calvinism is wrong’ 
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-lished in | 


. ¢ <6 2% 


| 


“Wel VIL,No: 


PHILADELPHIA AND NEW YORK, SATURDAY, MAY 27, 1837. Whole, 328, 


Saturday. Morning 
WILLIAM 8. MARTIEN, 
S.E. Corner Seventh & Gearge'stre 


PHILADELPSYTA. 


3 te the publisher, at Philadelphia. 


$3 00 payable within six months. —— 


A liboral discouitt to Agents. who become responsible: 


No ‘subscriptions received for a-less term than ene year. Alt 
‘subscribers who do not give express notice to the contra ° 
before the expiration of their resprctive years, will be consid’ 
ered a wishing to continue their subscription, and thé paper 
will be:sent to them accordingly. No paper discontinued « until 

are paid, except at the discretion of the publisher, 


Notices Py Removals, orders for discontinuance, and Com- 
. 2 ations, must be post paid to insure altention, 
Rates of Advertising.—For 15 lines, first insertion 50 cents; 

re 


of do. 25 cents, Fayment for advertisements to 
be made in advance. f 3 


_ From the Southern Christian Herald. 
ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF ARMINIAN VIEWS 


IN NEW ENGLAND. 
Letters on the Origin and Progress of Arminian viewsin 


New England, from a distinguished New Euglaud Min- | 


ister of he Guspel, to one in the South. 
LETTER XI. 
AS —March 27, 1837. 
My Dear Brother :—You will naturally inquire 
to what extent does the new divinity prevail in 
New Enyland !—in other words; how large a pro- 
portion of the New England ministers adopt the 
peculiar sentiments of the New Haven School! 
On this point, [ can only give you my opinion, as | 
have no duta from which to make out an accurate 
calculation. Different individuals would doubtless 
ive different answers to this inquiry. The New 
ven divines would pfobably tell you that their 
views prevail very extensively in New England ; 
that quite a large proportion of the ministers adopt 
them. I am satisfied, however, that their estimates 
are far from being correct. — 
It appears from.Dr. Porter’s letter to Dr. Beecher, 
that when he informed him that one of his brethren 
was dissatisfied on hearing him preach a certain 
sermon, Dr. Beecher acknowledged that probably 
three-fourths of his brethren would have had the 
same feelings in the same circumstances. | 
In a letter, to a friend, dated August 6, 1832, 
Dr. Porter says, *‘Our orthodox community for 
near a century had been but little disturbed, till 
this new luminary appeared, and volunteered to 
shed darkness on the world. He wrote and talked, 
and talked and wrote; and what has been the re- 
sult? “The great body of ministers said for-a 
while, ‘ we do not know what he means. He has 
been reputed sound in the faith, and all this vaunted 
origifiality, consisting of novelty and obscurity in 
diction, and paradoxical boldness, is at bottom 


plained of the obtuseness of readers that could not 
understand him;—wrote again—and then again; 
and then complained bitterly that so many niisun- 
derstood him. After a long time, a few men say, 


‘ Dr. Taylor is right, and Calvinism is right too— 
he is'a consistent Calvinist.’ This latter number 
is not one-tenth of the New England ministers, 
and not one-hundreth of those that are thirty-five 
your old. The great body of ministers now say, 
e is wrong—not altogether so, of course—but | 
wrong on his own favourite points.” 
Such was the epinion of Dr. Porter in 1832. 
Dr. Woods in hig. @ighth letter to Dr. Taylor pub- | 


> 


feel myself constrained 
to say, that the theory which you adopt in distinc- 
tion from the common theory, appears to me, gene- 
rally, so far as I understand it, to be unscriptural 
and of dangerous tendency. And the more I ex- 
amine it, the farther I am from being satisfied with 
it. And this isthe case with the orthodox com- 
munity to an extent, as I have reason to think, far 
oo your apprehension. Compared with the 
whole body of Congregational and Presbyterian 
ministers, there are very few who embrace your 
opinions. Whether these estimates are correct or 
not, I am confident that Dr. Taylor’s peculiarities 
are adopted far less extensively than he is wont to 
imagine. Indeed, I have rarely met with a min- 
ister, excepting those young men who have been 
educated “in his school, who is willing to express 
his unqualified approbation of Dr. Taylor’s specu- 
lation’ Many even of those who are apologists 
for these speculations, and who lend their influence 
to promote their prevalence, are unwilling to be 
considered Taylorites, and are very careful to tell 
you that they do not adopt all Dr. T'aylor’s opinions. 
Or if they do not object particularly 10 the doc- 
trines of the New Haven school, they will tell you 
they do not like the spirit with which those doc- 
trines are inculcated. JI have just seen a letter 
written a little more than three years ago by a min- 
ister of some distinction in New England, who is 
considered by the New Haven divines as one of 
their warmest friends and adherents, in which he 
says, “I am frank to say, that I see some things 
connected with the Theological Department in 
Yale College, which J cannot approve, I refer espe- 
cially to the speculative cast of the system there 
taught, and to the great prominence which is given 
to some points, which, to say the least, are of very 
little importance, and are deemed by many to be 
of bad tendency. I probably see less to fear in 
their system on the score of heresy than you and 
some others do. But ] see much in the spirit and 
manner in which that system is inculcated, which 
I deeply regret, and which [ should heartily re- 
joice to see any judicious measures adopted to cor- 
rect.” is 

But a large proportion of the ministers of New 
England do not adopt any of the peculiar senti- 
iments of the New Haven school. Their views of 
doctrine accord with those inculated in the writ- 
ings of our standard divines; such as Edwards, 
Bellamy, Dwight, &c. But, although the great 
mass of the New England ministers are sound in 
the faith, and united in their views of Christian 
doctrine, and in the rejection of the New Haven 
errors; yet they entertain different opinions as to 
the manner in which these errors should be re- 
garded and treated. There are those, (and the. 
number is not small,) who regard them as danger- 
ous—as tending to sap the foundation of the evan- 
gelical system. They loook upon their prevalence 
with distress and alarm, and feel it to be their duty 
to bear their testimony against them. You have 
already seen fram the several extracts which I, 
have given you from Dr. -Porter’s letters, in what 
point of light he regarded them. The following 
statement of a friend, will show you what were his 
feelings near the close of life. 

“I called on Dr. Porter more frequently the last 
two months of his life, (I believe I may say the last 
three months,) than usual: There was something 
in his pale, consumptive face, and in his solemn, 
interesting. manner of conversing on the great 
truths of the Gospel, and the errors which seemed 
coming in on the Church, which were very un- 
pressive. When on these visits, I have heard him 
as many at least, as three different times, and I be- 
lieve more than three, express his deep apprehen- 
sions in regard to the sentiments of Dr. Taylor. 
Once he said, ‘Jt would take a hundred years to 
do away the evils brought on the Church by his 
8 tons ; that Dr. Taylor was taking a fear- 
ful responstbility on himself ; that Ewards fought 
a great battle with the Arminians, and gained the 
— now all was to be gone over again.’ ” 

Dr. Humphrey in a letter written November 4, 


1833, an extract from which was published in the} posed 


Southern. Religious Telegraph, says, “ My opinion 
expressed freely and every’ where is, that the gen- 
tlemen there,-(at New Haven,) are building their 


: vo Support a Calvinistic creed. The tendency | dering stars Mr.Foote-and Mr. Bachard have been, whose nature and situation best prepare them to | Reported for the Presbyterian., {- XXI. Synod of South Carolina and Georgia, — 
tbe solemnly. believe,-is tp bring in a | but under the ministration of settled pastors. It was | enforce by example what they teach by precept. GENERAL 
or rather, perhaps, I onght | Rot.so under the labours of bro:her Nettleton ; nor is a facility which motiers enjey for the | South. Carolina Anthony W. Ross J. W. Simpeon 
pape || Says amsm,. upon ourchurches, Where.| underthe labouts of those New Isngland pastors } most benefjgial action on young minds, that they} The General Assembly of the Presbyterian — 
| y will mop, know not. If not ar-| thrqaugh whose instrumentality such accessions | are endowed with peculiar tenderness and met, agreeably to adjournment, in the | Charleston Union A.W. Leland, DD. 
rested, T feat it end: were. made to the churches at the commencement | This is their characteristic both as fatikien* and}'Central Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, on Elipha White 
Woods in a -létter to the Rev. Mr, Planter, | of thé-present century. mothers, _ Their constitutional and soft: } Thursday the 18th of May, 1837, at 11 o'clock, Hope Heverd 
NEW YORK Publication Office at in hee, of dated February 8, 4886, says," I believe what you _» \. Lam yours very affectionately, ness of spirit, combined with their peculiar paren- A. M., and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. | Fiiut River =‘. Goulding, D. D. 
peat Cars, 112 Capal corner Laurens Sbrect. say, that ther perfect understanding aming|_ tal love, admirably fit them for their important vo- | John Witherspoon, D.D., the Moderator of the last} - XXII. Synod of Alabama. 
Communications and rensittances from a distance must be’ those In. €very pathol our country who aré op-} -Cation, as the guardians and instructers of the fresh Assembly, from 1 Corinthians i. 10, 11. “ Now, I | South Alabama T.S. Witherspoon 
"forwarded posed to Calvinism, and that they are acting in con-| - and unfolding minds of their helpless charge. By | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord | N.R. Morgan David Johnson 
Gert—that there: is:an alarming looseness among . From the Mother’s Magazine. * {means of these qualities, they are enabled to gain | Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and XXII Sur OP) ae : 
young preachers; ;and. that there is a fixed deter-| THE PECULIAR FACII.ITIES AFFORDED TO the confidence and affection of a ehild in an emi-| that there be no divisions among you; but that ye Missisxippi - Sanee of f Mississippi. 
mination t6’ maintain.a party holding. loose opi-} MOTHERS FOR TRAINING UP THEIR CHIL- | "ent degree. Through divine grace, they often | be perfectly joined together in the same mind, and | Clinton Robert Brotherton ne 
nions—and_ that there tust be a battle fought-here | _ DREN FOR GOD, win over the heart to virtue and piety. With an| in th jud For it hath been declared | ATkansas Alex R. Banks 
igh | same judgment. Tor it ha e James Smylie Nathaniel Smylie 
{amd there and every where, (only let it not bé “"when it is asserted, that the character of the | 7! ©° efficient, the plastic hand of maternal affec- | unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are C ine Bodi 
fought with carnal weapons.) And I agree with coming. age will depend very much on the mothers tion moulds the susceptible being after the likeness | of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions 2p. 2 ialalmmmamaniste, 
you that there must be friendly and brotherly un- gee of its own loveliness. This constitutional character | among you.” Laymen, 
derstanding among all who hold fast the great which fathers, in many instances, have in forming 1S not possessed or manifested in so distinguished a} After public worship the Assembly was consti-} of Comuectieut, t Charles Prentis, | No 
truths ‘of the Gospel, and that the love of the truth : nd $ ' manner by the other sex. It is anadvantage which | tuted with prayer in the Lecture-room of the Cen- | S¢mcrt!_ Association 2 Alfred Kly, D. D., | ~3 
the moral and intellectual traits of their children. God h pray of Massachusetts, ¢ Calvin Hitchcock, 
must bind them together, though they do not think The latter, doubtless, exert a degree of influence | pro 28 More uniformly contided to the mother. | tral church, after which they had a recess until | General Association : 
exactly alike on minor points. I agree too, that| which is not to be ettidek ih és edinste of I'he unfeeling and unkind mother is a rare specta- | 4 o’clock, P. M. of New Hamp: ¢ Austin Richards, 
men of influence must lift up their voice, and} jhe means by which the present and eternal allot- | C/&: 224 as shocking as it is rare. The most im- 4 o'clock, P.M. | General Convention 
that we ought to make known what were the| ments of the young are affected. In insisting on portant agencies in forming the disposition and| After recess the Assembly met. The standing oe Sraward W. Hooker, i. 
views of distinguished men, who have had a| the influence of mothers in this concern, tea tine character of the rising generation, are connected | Committee of Commissions reported the followin “i. ua ne a 
higher reputation, but who have gone to their rest, pression must not be made, as perhaps it sometimes with the above named quality of mothers. _ | persons as duly commissioned to attend the Gene <r = F 
you is, that Dr. Porter, | has been, that all is in their han it de- ‘It who hold this | Assembly. 7 
r. Evarts, an nelius were most deeply d ‘ch their chil- | Tel@tion, that they commonly have a quick discern- Church, 
alarmed and distressed: with the loose speculations | ment of the tempers and character of their children. 
which have come from the New Haven school, and | of sratuitous aud extravacant assertion. Much less| _¢i sftuation and employment lead them to make I. Synod of Albany. Evangelical Consoci- : —— + 
from Mr. Finney and others of that stamp. I know ig fathom are excused from em-| and accurate discriminations of this kind, to | Hthode Benjamin R. Allen, 
how they all felt, and what full conviction pow er. ta'train | nothing of a superior native power of discern-| PRESBYTERIES. MINISTERS. ELDERS. 7 
had that the notions which were peculiar to Dr. ploy hei hild ager h Id oo, | ment in that respect. Of the causés that modify | Londonderry Calvin Cutler The Assembly proceeded to the election of its | .) 
Tay] dM up their children In the way they should go. h t d D. Southworth officers, with the following résclte. 
r. Finney would, if they prevailed, | Noubtiess they might do, and ought to do, much | an Newbury pect Fw in Holt 
undermine the fair fabric of our evangelical | more than is generall ie ten thai part, itysian- all hands to be the most accurate judges. ‘T'his is | Champlain Bliss Burnap ae |For Moderator—Rev. Davip ort, D.D., 137+ q 
churches, and spread a system far more unscrip- pressin of intelli ‘no slight put within their reach,intheir} Jonathan Wickware | votes; Rev. Baxrer Dickinson, 106 votes. 
tural and pernicious than Wesleyan Methodism.” | rising race. It is a mistaken notion, that fathers | Y°C#t?n, as the divinely constituted guardians of | Albany Jeremiah Wood Dr. J. C. Maegoffin Permanent Clerk—Rev. Joun M. Kress, 140 
r. Griffin, speaking of the New Have % Fae se emia | the young. It enables them to shape their actions Darius O. Griswold. Ananias Plait votes; Rev. Georce Durriexp, 100 votes. 
» SP n Sentl-| may blamelessly leave this important work altoge- a P | Columbia. David Porter, D. D, Daniel Sayre 
ments, says, “I consider the honour of raising to} ther to their female associates——that there can be | ° 2 Wise control of those whom God has committed Jonathan Cone Zina Whitlescy | L'emporary Clerk—Rev. Horace 8. Pratt, 132 
spiritual life, a world dead in trespasses and sins 4 : Ge .;,| to their care. It enables them to adapt suitable tee votes; Rev. Joun P. CLEAvELAND, 110 votes. 
found any sufficient excuse, in the provision which 
-as one of the brightest glories of the Godhead ; and. they are required to make Sethe temporal neces- | ™&2"% to effect their holy and beneficent purposes. Il. Synod of Utica. | __ Thus the candidates of the Old-school, David 
I have been grieved at my very heart to see this sities of He Rite wth neclect of the minds. It enables them to counsel and advise, as often as | st. Lawrence John A, Savage Elliot, John M. Krebs, and Horace 8. Pratt were 
honour taken away. This has been th ‘wetter “hag 8 . | the Instructions of a heavenly wisdom are needed, | Watertown Mareus Smith Horsee Hum duly elected. 
en the severest | and morals, and religion of their children. The fa- William B. Stow d 
cuf of all.” — aa ther’s absence from home is not pergetual, at least (and when are they not needed by erring child- | Oneida Sen Patten Ammi Doubleday. The Permanent Clerk was directed to have one 
Dr. Tyler in his Strictures, published in 1829, hé his hood?) in the most efficacious and successful man- Lewis H. Loss ‘Thoihas Williams thousand copies of the roll printed for the use of 
says, “I cannot but e icti |ner. This is a facility for making i the members. 
YS, ut express my conviction, that he, | family, his ence should be felt in its authorit y impressions on 
(Dr. Taylor) has taken positions which fol- oe 7 | youthful minds, which ought to be highly esti- Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at-nine 
aylor) b en positions which, when fol-| and its beneficence. He is not excused from doing | ea © agnly ests III. Synod of Geneva. , * 
lowed into their legitimate consequences, will lead | pi, duty may be, personally and inde- mated. | | o’clock. 
to the subversion of the doctrines of grace.” And H . : . . 6. Mothers are eminently fitted to wield a desi- | @&™°’ Paitp ©.-Hey- ee 4 Friday Morning, May 19—9 o’clock. 
pendently, to his children and domestics. Espe- y Thomas Lownsbury 
again—* Nothing but the fullest conviction of the cially is he required to combine his efforts with | ‘ble influence over the young, from the superior | Chenango Edwin Bronson The following committees were appointed. 
angerous tendency of these speculations, and the evotedness to God and religion, which they are ga Cull Committees of Bills and Overtures—Drs. Wither- 
those of his partner, in the Christian ordering of Gre | Cayuga J. W. McCullough Abner Hollister 
Pp ’ g B yug | 
necessity of some counteracting influence, could their hk bold nown tn very many instances to possess. The his- Washt’n Thatcher Henry S. Walbridge | spoon, Alexander, Beman,; Cleland; Rev. Messrs. 
h d : Meir housenold, f pi itic Tio Jona’n M. Rowland, Dr. Silas West T 
have induced the writer to appear in this manner| But although the paternal influence is not to be | TY of piety, and the condition of evangelical | Ties Jectgh L. Haat Murray, A. Todd, Latta, and Messrs, Fullerton, 
before the public.” kept out of thet of churches attest the fact, not only that greater num- | Bath George E. Delavan Coe, iddoo, and T.. P. Smith. 
_ Mr. Nettleton, in a communication written by | moshers deserves especial notice, in every plan de- bers of females are apparently gathered into the Delaware Fayette Sho} = Edgar M. Gregory Judicial Committee—Drs. Junkin and Cuyler; 
him in Feb. 1834, after having read an article in the | signed for the ls particularly for the spiritual kingdom of God, than of the other sex, but that ex- —e sili _ | Rev. Messrs. Plumer, McKennan, Dickinson, and 
Christian Spectator, entitled “ What is the real enalitof the risin ienahian That influence is | 2™Ples of distinguished piety oftener abound among | IV. Synod of Genesee. Messrs. Jessup, Ewing, McDowell, and Lenox. 
difference between the New Haven divines and] groat—in all robability Si greater gener- them. ‘To what can this fact be traced, but to the RS meee Committee to give leave of Absence—Messrs. An-— 
those who oppose them :” Shows that the positions | >) ly than oy of fathers. At least, it is peculiar. discriminating grace of God, and to his mercy for | S°"*** Faucet Saw ass | nan, Crane, Pettibone, Woodhull, Bailey, J. S. Mar- 
laid down in that article tend to subvert the Scrip- ‘The mother moves in a sphere of hee the |\* lost world, inasmuch as he causes those who are | Ontario | tin, and Slagle. 
tural doctrine of regeneration, and observes, “ On| jocsesses facilities and advantages for acquiring | iM the situation to exert the largest amount of in- | ®ech«s*t ua | Committee on Mileage—Messrs. A. White, Pot- 
the whole their views of depravity, of regeneration, | 444 sustaining Cammten! wae her offspring which | fluence over the moral principles and character of | Niagara Jonathan Hovey _ | ter, and Symington. # 
and of the mode of preaching to sinners, I think, chee cin] io. the sex. In the early minority of children,’ to feel the strongest desire to exert it? | Bufalo Bal sy oe | A motion was made to make as the order of the 
cannot fail of doing very great mischief. This ex- |}... Pittecn she has, without doubt, the most con- | 4d since such is the fact, how seriously ought the | Angelica Samuel W. May _ | day for Monday, the appeal of the Rev. Dr. Wylie | 
hibition overlooks the most alarming features of hu- th do in form- | ®bligations of mothers to be realized, in regard to | laid over from the last Assembly, and, after some 
man depravity, and the very essence-of experimen- | j.5 their temper habits, and character. And let it{ their children! Indeed, they will realize their ob- V. Synod of New York. __ | discussion, the motion was laid on the table. 
rather bad taste, than bad theology. He com-| tal religion. It is directly calculated to prevent sin-|),.° -emembered, that it is at that v ery period of ligations in this particular, if they are pions, and | Hudson Juhn H. Leggett Robert T. Crawford A request was made in writing by Mr. Asahel 
ners from coming under conviction of sin, and to| jin, the witeet ta AR ductile—that whoever has the | 12 Proportion to the depth of their consecration to Seah River Salaun mn n James. W, Wilkin | Smith that Dr. Joshua L. Wilson be appointed to 
make them think well of themselves while in an sway of them then, exercises a prodigious power God. That they have often, in ages past, ucquitted | Redford Reuben Frame John Owen —sC'}- conduct his appeal, laid over by the last General 
unregenerate state. It flatters others with the de-| ; ape ination—that the | themselves faithfully in respect to their precious | Leng Island Randolph Campbell | Assembly. The request was laid on the table. 
: in fixing their whole fuiure destination—that the | * Loug Island 2d James C. Edwards Dr. Chas. Starges_ 
lusion, that they may give their hearts to God, or} woments of thought and feeling are then moulded charge, the frequent conversions of their children | New York John Goldsmith = Samuel Boyd Dr. Brown, Mr. Wisner, and Mr. J. Alexander, 
that they have already done it, while their propen-| a) ,,o¢ at will. It is a solemn thought, mothers, have shown. eee be tna “ see | were appointed a committee to make arrangements 
sity to sin remains in all its strength”- “I) that at the very period when the character may be| - | ——— wow Yuck 34 Absalom Pet rs, DD. Janes R. Gibson —_| for the devotional exercises on Wednesday next, 
know that converts may be made by hundreds and the most easily shaped, after any model that may be Veen the Whe es Nathanicl E. Johnson David S henck _ agreeably to a standing rule. 
by thousands on these principles with perfect ease, | -.jocted you are in the height of your influence, oy Vii Simdét Neb Jae | Messrs. Steel, Graham, Stratton, Kingsbury, and 
for so it has been in former times among different | i, respect to those precious immortal beings whom DISCONTENT. - Syed Sener _ | Archer, were appointed a Committee to prepare the 
sects in New England, as I have had full opportu- | Goq has committed to vour care. It is through the ‘ Newark Ebenezer Cheever David Burnet Narrative of Religion. 
nity to know. But piety never did and never will | \ onderful wisdom vad daiblnnse of God that things A little girl her trinkets found, Elizabethtown hiheeie eaone amar —ton The annual report of the Directors of the 
descend far in the line of those sentiments allie Ritts aetetibttabed othée thin caine: The pe- And china, dolls, and books lay round Wm. W. Blaavelt Alexander Ogilvie Western Theological Seminary was presented, 
Were I' to preach the sentiments contained in that | culiar facilities and advantages given to mothers, | the nursery floor ; New Brunswick W. Yeomans. Woodhut | Tead, accepted, and referred to Messrs. Hervey, 
article, I do solemnly believe that I should be trainine up their precjous charge for God, | kindly furnished all, Geo, Junkin, D. D. George R. King _| Davie, and Darrach. 
means of healing the heart of awakened sinners | from Bes as the following Susquchanna Benjamin Lowe Juha business or 
slightly, and be guilty of crying peace, peace, when in want, Ma, something more. ‘Adam Miller Wm. Jessup to the -transfer of the Western Theologi mi- 
there is no peace, and of throwing the whole weight This ‘by was referred to the same committee. 
of my ministerial influence on the side of human} went of ihe ond it aids constituting such a| ne plays with each awhile by turns, * VII. Synod of Philadelphia. | he Assembly proceeded to call for reports from 
ee guardianship of infancy as it needs—such as it| A new one takes—an old one spurns ; Philadelphia Ashbel Green, D.D. William Fashnestock | Presbyteries on the subject of making the altera- ; 
These extracts will give you a specimen of the P ; 3 But soon half sad, half vexed . William Latta Alexdr, Symington | tion in the Constitution, proposed by the two last a 
needs not only tor direct sustentation, but for gene 
views and feelings which are entertained by alarge| .4] support, health, and cleanliness, calling forth She threw her playthings all aside, Philadelphia 2d c.c. Cuy ler, D.D. James Darrach | Assemblies, viz: to require candidates for the min-. 4 
number of the ministers of New England. Such | 4, powers of the hod cultivating the aflections | 4nd with imploring look she cried— P Geo. Duffield Wilfred Hall istry to study three years instead of two. The re- "4 
however, are not the feelings of all who do th, bon “the young idea how “ What do I want, Ma, next?” Coste J. M. Davie James Penny ports were received, and committed to Mr, Gilbert, 
adopt the peculiarities of the New Haven School. | 1, shoot.” The child is thus made immediately de- Wilmington KE. W. Gilbuit Jacob Faris Mr. Zane, and Mr. Aikman. The same commit- 
There are some who through love of peace, and 8 d hus it is with near! all Lewes — Alex. Campbell Dr. John Ss. Martin tee was authorized to receive from the Stated 
5 pendant on the mother, for these necessary pur- | And thus 1 y Haltimere K. J. Breekinridge John Hickson = 
dread of controversy, persuade themselves that the Ss, ij inni i i children we no longer cal] carlisle M. B. Patterson Samuel MeKeehan Clerk, the reports from the Presbyteries, made last 
poses, in the very beginning of its existence in this Whom children we n Carlisle 
best way to remedy the evil, is to let it alone. world, so that she gains the earliest notice of the And thus with some grown gray ; iat Bhar ne pec io year, on the same subject. The reports from the 
Others not having read much of the discussions | ey iq" and lays the first foundations of influence | In more imposing sports they dip, Northumberland -Johul.Griee John B, Boyd Presbyteries on the subject of making the alteration 
which have been published, and of course, having | over its heart and understanding. Such, at the | From one thing to another skip ES in the Constitution, proposed by the last Assembly, 
only a vague and indefinite knowledge of the points | ..., mencement, is the care involved in the mater- In bustling, serious play. VIII. Synod of Pittsburgh. viz. “That so much of the Constitution of the 
in controversy, flatter themselves that the differ-| 1.) relation. That which attaches to the paternal | Blairsville + Watson Hughes Joseph Cook _ Church as empowers the General Assembly to issue 
ence is not so great as some have supposed—while relation is less direct; it is of a more general kind, | Thoych untold favours eke whound et Sa Wm. Annan Nathan sing appeals, complaints, and references, broug it before 
P ? 5 ‘ ’ shiu vs Herve aco | ; 
others, alter ihaving -read some of Dr. Taylors especially at the first. The advantage, then, which | ‘Their lives with goodness still be crowned pags — Thom D. Baird ‘Thomas Kiddoo them from the lower judicatories, except in — 
writings and found themselves unable to under- the mother possesses is great, and in this respect With pleats afta memelesed ; | David Elliott, D. D. Dr. John Gladden of oo against a minister of the Gospel for er- 
can understand him, and that all the difficulty ori- J Adair synods be so amended that hereafter the Syn 
ginates in a misunderstanding. On this I She | But each one within his judicatories of the last resort,” were called for, 
would just observe, that if Dr. ‘Taylor cannot write} \others y li What do 4 want, pray, next | and committed to the same committee. 
rs, quence of their domestic IX. Synod of the Western Reserve. ent 
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of the anxiety .whick is felt | 


by our reader to know the proceedings of the 
Assembly, we haye excluded almost every thing 
else to insert. the debate on the Memoris) of the 
‘Convention. _ We have endeavoured, without at- 
tempting 3 verbal and literat transoript of speeches, 
to give the substance of the argument on both sides 
_ fairly ; and we propose ‘to note every thing which 
- is material-for farther report. We can as yet pro- 
-  mise.nothing @8 to the final decisions to which 

the Assombly: may eome for the reform of the 
“Chureh,. Union, unshaken union and firmness in 
the orthod6x may secomplish all that is desirable. 
"The Testimony and Memorial of the Conven- 
tion will be found on the fourth page. 

- We are sorry that contrary to promise, we have 
had to defer Mr. Boyton’s corrections until next 


week. 


3 Reported by the Editor. 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.—DEBATE ON THE ME- 
| MORIAL. 


Friday Afternoon, May 19. 

Dr. B&xten, President of the Convention of or- 
thodox ministers and elders convened in this city, 
rose and stated that he held in his hand a memo- 
- Yial adopted by a large number of delegates from 

_ many of the Presbyteries which he was instructed 
to present to fhe General Assembly, and which he 
‘noW submitted to the disposition of the house. 


Dr. Beman, hoped that the house were not pre- 
pared to depart. in the present case from an ex- 
“preds constitutional principle. It will be recullec- 
ted that in-the morning a memorial was presented 
by a*brother (Mr Steel).on a subject on which he 
felt. entire sympathy with the memorialists, but 
that he had opposed “y reading of it is the — 
grounds that he would oppose the reading of the 
present. .He could not say he was opposed to the 
sentiments of this paper for he knew nothing of 
_ its contents, neither was he unwilling to hear it, 
‘but he was anxious at a proper time to know its 
' tenor. He had-no intention of hoodwiuking any 
matter.and with that principle he would live and 
-die. -It was. the orderly course, that this paper 
should come to the house through the committee 
of bills and overtures. Such as he understood it, 
was the course recommended by the moderator 
and Dr. Green in relation to the paper before re- 
ferred to, and he ho that the thing would not 
now be pressed, as. there were in the house other 
memorials on a subject which would be- unpalata- 
ble to many, and that might also be pressed in 
_ the same.way. He wished to go straight forward, 
‘and only now pleaded that the anrwey d of admis- 
sion might be observed. He pleaded for the con- 
stitutional rule (Mr. Breckinridge inquired what 
part of the constitution was referred to,) Dr. Be- 
man referred to the Digest, page 24, and read the 
rule appointing and designating the duties of the 
committee of bills and overtures. | 
Super Porrssr said he should like to ascertain 
the character of the memorial, and whether it was 
important to dispose of it as the preceding speaker 
had su ted. He wished to know who knocked 
before he answered; if the paper related to truth 
and order he wished to hear it, but if like other 
papers alluded to, its object was to create commo- 
tion and disorder, he was prepared to stop its pro- 
‘Dr. Beman. Would throw out no threat of what 
_ he would do in case this paper was now read, all 
he would contend for was the adherence to usage, 
that all such papers should first undergo the in- 
spection of a judicious committee. The wisdom of 
the provision in the appointment of such a com- 
mittee was acknowledged by all; it prevented the 
house from being flooded with trifling and imper- 
tient papers. He did not wish now to judge of 
the nature of the memorial; he would do that when 
it come in by the right doot. If the committee ag- 
grieved any:one they had their resort by an appeal 
to the house. He only urged what the Moderator 
in the morning had decided as the usage, and he 
now appealed to him if it was not so. 


The Mopgrator explained that he had said 
that it was the usual practice of the house to refer 
in thismanner. He believed there was an excep- 
‘tion in the Assembly of 1835. 


Dr. Beman then referred to the minutes, and 
said that the memorial of the Convention of that 
year was committed to the committee of bills and 
een and through it was introduced to the 

se. | 


 R. J. Brecerneiper. Expressed his surprise that 
brethren that were venerable for age and experi- 
ence,’ should show so little caution in expressing 
their convictions. It had been unqualifiedly as- 
serted by the gentleman (Dr. Beman) six or cight 
times, that the reading of this paper at this time 
would be a direct violation of a constitutional law, 
- and yet there is absolutely nothing in the constitu- 
tion on the subject. The provision quoted frum the 
Digest was a mere recommendation to the house, 
which might be followed or not as it judged best. 
That there: was any thing imperative in it he 
denied; it was generally the course of business, 
but. not universally so. Never had he or would he 
vote for the appointment of a committee which pos- 
sessed the powers attributed to this. No such 
owers should ever be given. He contended fur 
is right as an individual and independent Presby- 
terian to introduce matter to the immediate notice 
of the house. The fact, however, was that the 
argument which had been used, was against the 
ntation of the memorial, rather than the mode 
of introduction. If ever there was an extraordinary 
case it is the one now introduced. This is a large 
- body, its business is vast, and inuch of it is ordina- 
rily left unfinished ; but in this memorial you have 
material and important business, which may well 
demand the first attention of this body. All have 
heard of the Convention now in session in this 
city ; the character and objects of it also are well 
known. It has acted, and the results are before 
. The crisis has arrived; the destiny of the 
Chureh may be considered as suspended on the 
decision relative to this paper. It is directed to 
you, and you should hear it; it should he heard for 
its important bearings, and if the house shal] de- 
_ termine that it should first pass through the com- 
mittee, let it be so. Onward we muct go, and 
while the elements of the moral world are in com- 
motion, we should look for a remedy. 


Dr. McAutsy. Every argument which the bro- 
ther has used tends to one point, and that is that 
the paper should be referred. The wisdom of our 
fathers originated this committee, and it is still 

necessary. The brother tells us awful things; he 
tells us that the memorial is for union or dismem- 
and if we = of all sense, we 
‘will proceed cautiously. t the paper go to your 
judicious. committee, and like the Christ 
they will decide whether it shall be introduced 
‘here. Our minds should be prepared, and we should 
‘not jump into difficulty. One material thing the 
brother jas forgotten, and that is that there is a 
great difference between himand us. The memo- 
rialists have been long deliberating, and they are 
of course very much enlightened, and they should 
‘have some mercy onus. Ina certain court martial 
« culprit escaped, and in arresting him he wounded 
his er. He was sentenced to receive one hun- 
dred leshes, and then to be shot. He importunately 
begged that he might be shot first and lashed 
afterwards. And so it is with-us, if shooting and 
‘lashes are to come, let the shooting come first. I 
know no more. of the paper than [ know what are 
is’ the: folda of the garments of the man in the 
— It should not be intimated that we have no 
eed of a committee on bills and overtures. Reli- 
gioa requires of us deliberation ; it is the practice 
4n.all courte ef justice to be cautious, and this course 
has always worked well, and I never heard of a 
_ deviation-from it before. If this cannot be shown 
to be. a privileged case, why not let it take the 


cree Lownre, said he bed but a word to 
say. ‘The rule in the Diges eo 
should be adhered to. it Could bear con- 


|peld, he went for the the 


tution knew nothing of a Convention. To admit 
this paper would be to desert his principles, which 
he did not wish todo. While he was aware that 


struction pat on abe Dr. Beman, that 
| ought to be followed; but that rule was Mot one 
intended to operate in one way in all Cases, as it 
embraced the qualifying word “usually.” If it 
was usually the case that such papers were refer- 
red, there was an iaslieation’ that it was not al- 
ways the case. 

De. Wirnerspoon. There is but little “differ- 
ence how this paper is introduced. If it should be 
| referred to the Committee, that committee would 
probably report-it as the first business in the morn- 
ing. Mr. Lowrie is right in his interpretation of 
the rule and Dr. Beman is wrong. There are im- 
proper subjects which might be introduced if it 
‘might be supposed ; a minister of this city (suppos- 
eft allude to Dr. Ely) once proposed to resolve 
cases of conscience and to answer all subjects 
which should be proposed to him. Such questions 
were at length to him ‘as converted his 
meeting into a farce. So it might be in this house, 
were it not for the action of this committee. The 
source from which this paper has come is the 
guarantee that it contains nothing improper ; under 


it. 
Mr. Exipna Warrr, pleaded that before the ad- 


_|journment, this paper might be referred as the 


precedent might prevent trouble in relation to 
other papers which were said to be in the house. 

A general willingness being expressed that this 
course should he adopted, the Memorial was re- 
ferred to the Committee on bills and overtures and 
the house adjourned. — 


On Saturday Morning the Memorial was report- 
.ed by the Chairman of the Committee on Bills and 
Overtures, as being in order, and moved that it be 
taken up. | 

Dr. Beman. For reasons which he begged leave 
to state, he thought the report of the Committee 
premature. He had been fully under the impres- 
sion that he was a member of the Committee and 
accordingly hastened to the place of meeting this 
morning, and was dténied his seat—his name had 
been expunged from the list of the Committee 
which was shown him by the Chairman. He had 
discovered nevertheless, that he was in facta mem- 
ber, and he contended that under these circumstan- 
ces the Committee could not be regarded as properly 


ber might thus be dismissed from a Committee, two 
three, or four, might in a similar way be deprived 
of their seats, and thus the Committee might be 
made to speak a language which the majority of it 
would not sanction. Nay it was clearly unconsti- 
tutional for a Committee to proceed while one mem- 
ber of it had been deprived of his rights. He cer- 
tainly would protest against it, especially as this 
is a paper which will rend the house. [The Chair- 
man of the Committee, Dr. Witherspcon here wish- 
ed to explain, but Dr. Beman refused to give him 
the floor,] He was refused his seat, and any notice 
of this he might have waived, had it not been pre- 
viously intimated that the subject matter of this 
Memorial would shake the Church. He might be 
a very uninfluential individual in that Committee, 
and his voice or vote might have been alike un- 
availing, still he had similar rights with any other 
member of it to express his judgment whether the 
Memorial should be read in this house or be indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Dr. WirHeERspoon rose to explain. Before the 
close of yesterday morning’s sessions, he had ap- 
plied to the Permanent Clerk for a list of the Com- 
mittee, which having received he read aloud before 
the Assembly and appointed the place of meeting. 
When the Committee met, some inquired whether 
Dr. Beman was not a member, and expressed their 
impression that he was. Dr. Beman arrived half 
an hour after the Committee had met and acted on 
the Memorial, and learning that his name was not 
on the list furnished by the clerk, he positively re- 
fused to remain, although earnestly entreated so 
to do. One of the members then repaired to the 
clerk’s table, and having discovered that the name 
of Dr. Beman had been left out in mistake, he fol- 
lowed him and urged his return in the name of the 
Committee but without effect. Before his Maker 
he solemnly averred that he invited Dr. Beman to 
take his seat at his first appearance, and language 
could not express the utter surprise he felt, now to 
hear the representation which had been made, and 
he hoped he might never witness such a thing 
again. 

Dr. Beman. I refused to sit, because I considered 
myself invited as a mere matter of courtesy and 
not in acknowledgment of my right. The Chair- 
man should have stated the thing in this way. He 
had risen hastily from the breakfast table to meet 
this committee and endeavoured to be within the 
time; and when he did arrive, he acknowledged 
that several members of the committee had invited 
him to remain. 


Dr. Wrrnerspoon asked if Dr. Beman did not 
certainly know that he was a member of the com- 
mittee ? 


Dr. Beman. It was my impression that I was. 


Mr. Murray. When he came to the committee 
in the morning, he expressed his surprise that Dr. 
he was usually so punctual at his post. He could 
the committee, and was invited by them to take his 
seat, but that he had positively refused. When the 
Clerk’s minutes were consulted, he was again in- 
vited and again refused, alleging that there was 
no use, as he was “a day after the fair.” 1 did not 
hesitate to express it as my opinion at the time, 
that Dr. Beman mer-ly wished a pretext to obstruct 
the course of business and throw this house into 
confusion, and how accurately my prediction has 
been verified, every one can now judge. | 


Mr. Kress, (permanent clerk) said that he had 
been the innocent cause of the present trouble; the 
list furnished by him was done in hurry and in the 
confusion consequent upon making preparations to 
move the papers and tables to the place to which 
the Assembly had adjourned. The list was not 
official, but a mere memorandum, and he had no 
idea that he had omitted any name until the fact 
was now mentioned. 3 


Mr. Cueever said that Dr. Beman had inquired 
of him whether he was not a member of committee, 
and he had replied affirmatively. The doctor ex- 
pressed himself aggrieved, and when the messenger 
came to him said he would not return, as he was a 
day after the fair.” 

Mr. Pxiumer read the clerk’s list, said it bore no 
official signature, and could not perceive how Dr. 
Beman could make it a pretext for not taking his 
seat. If he would yield his rights in this house (a 
thing which he never would do) with the same 
facility as he did in the committee, there would be 
much less trouble in the house. This was a move- 
ment at which his soul was pained, and he hoped 
it-would not be permitted to obstruct the business, 
as he was sure it could not in any way affect the 
high and well. known character of the committee. 


Dr. Cuyier felt obliged to ask Dr. Beman whether 
he had intimated that his name bad been improperly 
erased from the list, which the chairman had. in his 
possession ? 

Dr. Beman replied, that he had not so said; he 
had merely said it had been expunged, and he had 
meant this in a political and figurative sense. 


On motion of Dr. ALExaNDER, the memorial and 
the other papers were recommitted, that Dr. Beman 
might have an opportunity of sitting in committee 
while they were again acted on. 

After an absence of some time, the committee 
returned and unanimously reported on the same 
papers. 

Dr. Beman. Objected to its being read. His 
objection was first to its title and mode of signa- 
tnre. He did not say that the names appended 
were not those of respectable and honourable men, 
but it comes from a Convention, a body which we 
do not know, and which the constitution does not 
know, and asa Presbyterian he was forbidden to 
recognize it. It is a mere congregational associa- 
tion and as such we have nothing todo with it. 
There are papers before you bearing on the state 
of the Church which come from Presbyteries; these 
are Orderly; they come from, bodiés Presbyterially 
organized. This is a principle he had always 


tw 


the circumstances every one should wish to hear. 


organized. He stood up for his rights; if one mém-| 


Beman was not present at the appointed hour, as | 


testify that Dr. Beman was acknowledged as one of 


the signers. were P and while he had 
no objection that 
he would not consent to their coming here as a 
voluntary irresponsible body to operate on this 
house. Maintaining the right of opinion and the 
freedom of the press, he would be the last man to 
interfere with such a body or their publications. 


the p ings of an irresponsible body like this. 
Why did they not come here as Presbyteries ? 
‘then there would have been no difficulty, but as it 
is we are bound to reject their proceedings instead 
of sanctioning them. Look at the practical opera- 
tion of the principle we are about to sanction. 
When you once begin todepart from constitutional 
rule, you know not where you will stop. There 
was a similar Convention in 1835, and a memorial 
substantially the same with this, although perhaps 
not so well digested was presented by it; but the 
Convention then acted with prudence and did not 
pretend to come before the Assembly in the char- 
acter of a Convention, but simply as individuals. 
Now in two short years see the difference! they 
come forward boldly as an irresponsible body and 
claim to be heard. ‘The precedent is bad, if once 
established, we may next have memorials from the 
American Home Missionary and the American 
Education Societies, or the Congress of the United 
States may impudently attempt to influence this 
General Assembly. Evils of every kind should be 
met on the threshold ; if you wish to keep water in 
your pond, you should stop the first crevice: It is 
to be lamented that such men as Dr. Baxter and 
Dr. Cuyler should have lent the influence of their 
names to such a document, but it is to be hoped 
that the votes of this house will discountenance 
this attempt of an irresponsible association to sway 
this house; if this is not done, you will have to 
encounter other evils. ‘This is an entering wedge, 
and the call is loud that you should oppose in l- 
mine this encroachment on our beloved system. 
Dr. Baxter, scarcely knew how to shape his 
reply to the gentleman who had’ just set down. 
He was glad to hear the professions he had made 
and the solicitude he had expressed for the security 
of Presbyterianism. He thought also that the cre- 
vices by which error entered, should be stopped, 
and he hoped before the rising of the Assembly an 
opportunity would be afforded the gentleman to test 
the sincerity of his zeal. It is objected that the 
memorial comes from an irresponsible body, but he 
should like to know what kind of responsibility was 
required from those who should undertake toagme- 


nothing more was necessary than a style that was 
respectful, and an object that was clearly within 


it should go beyond this,it should be suppressed, but 
it was not alleged, that this was the case with the 


paper were coincident with the remarks of the 
gentleman himself about the necessity of stopping 
crevices. It is further objected that it comes under 
the name and by the authority of a Convention. 
Does the gentleman deny the right of petition? 
Every government which secures liberty, secures 
this right, and if a mere name is to be used as a 
pretext to throw this out, then all petitions may be 
evaded. The gentleman will probably acknowledge 
the right of one individual to petition, but a Conven- 
tion is nothing more than an assemblage of indivi- 
viduals, and yet what is right in one, becomes 
wrong in many, and a call is made to shut the doors 
of the General Assembly against them. What is thus 
objected to, has been often practised ; the people meet 
and deliberate, and address their legislatures by 


their officers. At the close of the Revolutionary 
war, an attempt was made in Virginia to secure 
Episcopacy as the established religion, and this was 
repeated for several successive years; but the 
Presbyterians of that state resisted the attempt; 
they met yearly, they memoralized the Legislature 
just in the way now objected to, and they were 
successful. Had any member of the Legislature 
denied this right in the people, he would have been 
frowned upon. 


Mr. Jessup. Did not rise to obstruct the reading 
of the paper but to maintain that it was the un- 
questionable right of Presbyterians to state their 


the Convention to meet and deliberate was equally 
unquestionable, but on the expediency of the 
measure he was not now called to decide. We are 
imperiously bound to hear this and all other memo- 
rials whether they come from large or small bodies, 
and then to consider what subsequent action we will 
take. Presuming it to be respectful, his vote 
should be to hear it. : 


Mr. Prumer. It was said yesterday that things 
should not be positively and frequently asserted, ex- 
cept upon a strong conviction of their truth, and 
yet it has been again and again asserted, that to ad- 


mit this paper would be a breach of the constitu- 
tion. hat part of the constitution would be in- 
fringed? What chapter, what section it may be 


demanded would be violated? As well might it 
be said, that because a man washes his hands and 
face, or sleeps all day and wakes all night, he vio- 
lates the constitution, for the constitution has not a 
word on these subjects. ‘There is a great differ- 
ence between being silent ona point and providing 
expressly against it. Now where is the clause 
which condemns the reception of a memerial from 
a Convention? if it can be found, then we should 
pause. The right claimed is one belonging to man 
before the constitution was framed; such is our 
political and religious right. ‘This house may on 
Its own responsibility refuse to admit the paper, 
but it is perfectly gratuitous to say it contravenes 
the constitution. But there is another point de- 
manding consideration. Does it come from an ir- 
responsible body? It has been asserted but wiere 
is the proof? 


that the Convention was delegated by whole Pres- 
byteries, and by large majorities of Presbyteries, 
would it be irresponsible! Has it not been fre- 
quently asserted by the New School that all origi- 
nal power is lodged with the Presbyteries, and had 
they not power to form such a body? But again, 
it has been intimated that it might be inexpedient 
to admit such a memorial, as if you hear this you 
must hear all memorials. But why? a gentleman 
may knock at my door, and when I respond to the 
call, might he with propriety say, sir you have done 
a very inexpedient thing, for you have opened your 
door to me, and now you must open it toa thousand 
beggars that are coming along, and there is a man 
who owes you a grudge and designs to assault you 
and you must open to him? We may certainly 
judge how far to go and when to stop. | 

In olden time some good people in Kentucky 
determined to educate a promising black boy, and 
it was agreed that he Should be sent to the village 
school and sit beside the master. A certain indi- 
vidual objected to this to his minister who had pro- 
posed it, and his argument was, since you educate 
this black boy, would you let him marry your 
daughter? No, said the minister, neither would I 
let you. There is a point at which we may stop. 
So with this memorial. We should hear it, but 
we are not bound to hear every thing and every 
body, for instance, we would not be bound to hear 
Mrs. Royal if she should come here. The com- 
mittee has unanimously reported it; the paper 
comes from a highly respectable source, and when 
such men are denied a hearing, then indeed there 
will be no further necessity for our organization— 
we may go home. 

Mr. E. Wuite. Was in favour of reading, al- 
though he had successfully opposed in his Pres- 
bytery the proposition to send delegates to the 
Convention; this he was bound to do as a 
Presbyterian. He acknowledged the right of the 
memorialists, and thought the present discussion 
was of no other use than to consume time. 


cipated in the remarks which he had intended to 


Bills and Overtures was appointed for the express 
purpose of judging of the propriety or impropriety 
of papers; they had judged of this and reported in 
its favour, and we were bound to hear. He was 
thankful that there were no sedition or gag laws. 


they should meet together, still. 


They might print and circulate their sentiments 
the Ultima Thule of creation; but that was@ dif-. 
ferentt_tiing from being called on to legitimatize 


morialize the General Assembly. As he conceived4 
the powers and province of the body addressed. If 


paper before you; nay the views expressed in that 


memorial, signed by their own names or those of 


grievances, and to claim a hearing. The right of 


he paper may contain evidence of 
the contrary of this. Suppose it should be seen, 


JupcE Porter remarked that he had been anti- |” 


make, but still would add, that the committee of| . 


Dr. 
less. 


Dr. Perurs. He would explain why he would 
vote for the reading; it was not because he wished 
to hear it, but because others did. He did not wish 
to hear it, because from the glimpses he had had of 
its character, he knew it tended only toevil. The 
history of the Convention was a thing of interest ; 
it was not recognized in the constitution; it ori- 
ginated in a minority of the last Assembly, who 
committed it toa select committee which embraced 
one of our theological professors and the agents of 
two of our boards. As far as he could judge from 
the call of the committee and their pamphlet, the 
main intention was to divide the church. Their 
language is “ whatever else is dark, one thing is 
clear we can no longer walk together,” “ these 
men must be separated from us.” I have heard, 
too, through the accredited organ of the party, con- 
tinued and reiterated calls for a division of the 
church. I am well acquainted with the topics 
which have been agitated, and while I admit that the 
paper should be heard, yet if my head were waters 
and my eyes a fountain of tears, I would weep day 
and night over the slain of the daughter of my 


thought the whole diseussion use- 


that the memorial be read, and it was listened to 
with intense interest and unbroken silence by the 
assembly and a large body of spectators. The 
memorial was then on motion committed to a 
committee of seven. 


appoint the committee, but this being opposed as an 
unusual course, the motion was withdrawn. The fol- 
lowing is the committee, Dr. Alexander, Mr. Plu- 
mer, Dr. Green, Dr. Baxter, Dr. Leland, Mr. Low- 
rie, and Mr. Lenox. 

The Assembly then adjourned until Monday 
morning. 


Monday Morning, May 22. 


Dr, ALEXANDER, chairman of the committee to 
he memorial was coinmitted, said he was 


in ted to report in part, but that it was desira- 
ble before this should be done, that certain papers 


which related to the same general subject, and 
which had been reported as Overtures No. 2, 3, 
and 4, should be read and disposed of. 


Overture No. 2, from the Presbytery of New 
Brunswick, on the subject of the abrogation of the 
Plan of Union between the Presbyterian and Con- 
gregational Churches was then read, and a motion 
made to commit it to the committee to which the 
memorial had been referred. 


Mr. Durrie.p, regarded the subject of the over- 
ture as involving matters of grave import, indeed 
there was enough in it to occupy the serious atten- 
tion of several committees, he would therefore pre- 
fer that it should be referred to another and dis- 
tinct committee. The motion however was carried. 


Overture No. 3, from the Presbytery of Albany, 
containing various resolutions on the state of the 
Church was then read, and a motion made to refer 
to the same committee. 


Mr. Wisner, hoped that it would not go to the 
same committee, as it was well known that that 
committee were of one mind, and some of them 


ed themselves to a course embracing the division 
of the Church. It would therefore be but fair to 
refer the paper to another committee. 


Mr. Piume_r, said the gentleman had ventured 
an assertion for which he was compelled to de- 
mand the evidence. Indeed it was entirely unsup- 
ported by proof. The question of division was not 
discussed in the Convention, and no pledge as the 
one alluded to could be found in the minutes of 
the Convention or in the memorial. He said this 
to obviate any false impression which might be 
made on the house. . : 

The paper was then referred to the same com- 
mittee. Overture No. 4, from the Presbytery of 
Lancaster on the same general subject was then 
read and in like manner referred. 


Dr. ALEXANDER then remarked, that the Com- 
mitte to which the Memorial had been referred, 
regarded the subjects embraced in it as of para- 
mount importance, and as demanding the early at- 
tention of the house. The Committee therefore 
by = exertion were prepared to report in part. 

he report was read and is as follows: viz. 


The Committee to whom was referred the Tes- 
timony and Memorial of the Convention of 1637, 
rep:rt that they have endeavoured to give to the 
subjects noticed in that paper, all the attention 
which time permitted, al which the contents of 
the document demanded As the result of their 
deliberations, they submit for the action of this 
body, a few resolutions, hoping to be indulged re- 
specting other matters, until they shall be able 
by further consultation to mature something more, 
for the consideration of the General Assembly. 

It is proper here to observe that the general 
subjects of the Memorial, viz. Religious Doctrine, 
Church Order and Discipline, and Reform on these 
subjects are Jawful matters of memorial to the As- 
sembly ; and that whatever may be thought of the 
details, none can read the document without feel- 
ing that it comes from men, who are respectful, 
earnest, and solemn, and apprehensive of danger to 
the cause of truth. 

As one of the principal objects of the memorial- 
ists is to point out certain errors, more or less pre- 
valent in our church, and to bear testimony against 
them, your committee are of opinion that as one 
great object of the institution of the Church was to 
be a depository and guardian of the truth; and, as 
by the constitution of the Presbyterian Church, in 
the United States, it is made the duty of the Ge- 
nera] Assembly to testify against error, therefore, 


I. Resolced, That the testimony of the memorialists 
concerning ductrine be adopted as the testimony of 
this General Assembly (with a few verbal alterations,) 
which is as follows, viz. 

1. ‘That God would have prevented the existence of 
sin in our world, but was not able, without destroying 
the moral agency of man: or, that for aught that ap- 
pears in the Bible to the contrary, sin is incidental to 
wise moral system. 

2. ‘That election to eternal life is founded on a fore- 
sight of faith and obedience. 7 

3. ‘That we have no more to do with the first sin of 
Adam than with the sins of any other parent. | 

4. That infants come into the world as free from 
woral defilement as was Adam, when he was created. 

5. ‘That infants sustain the same relation to the ino- 
ral government of God in this world as brute animals, 
and that their sufferings and death are to be accounted 
for, on the same principles as those of brutes, and not 
by any means to be considered as penal. 

6. ‘hat there is no other original sin than the fact 
that all the posterity of Adam, though by nature inno- 
cent, or possessed of no moral character, wi!l always 
begin to sin when they begin to exercise moral ugen- 
cy; that original sin does not include a sinful bias of 
the human mind, and a just exposure to penal suffer- 
ing; and that there is no evidence in Scripture, that 
infants, in order to salvation, do need redemption by 
the blood of Christ, and regeneration by the Holy 
Ghost. 

7. That the doctrine of imputation, whether by the 
guilt of Adam/’s sin, or of the righteousness of Christ, 
has no foundation in the word of God, and is both un- 
just and absurd. 

8. That the sufferings and death of Christ were not 
truly vicarious and penal, but symbolical, govermental, 
and instructive only. | 

9. That the impenitent sinner is by nature, and in- 
dependently of the renewing influence or almighty en- 
ergy of the Holy Spirit in full possession of all the 
ability necessary to a full compliance with all the 
commands of God. 

10. That Christ does not intercede for the elect, un- 
til after their regeneration. 

11. That saving faith is not an effect of the special 
operation of the Holy Spirit, but a mere rational be- 
lief of the truth, or assent to the Word of God. 

12. That regeneration is the act of the sinner him- 
self, and that it consists in a change of his governing 
purpose, which he himself must produce, and which is 
the result, not of any direct influence of the Holy 
Spirit on the heart, but chiefly of a persuasive exhibi- 
tion of the truth analagous to the influence which one 
man exerts over the mind of another ; or that regenera- 
tion is not an instantaneous act, but a progressive 
ork. 

13. That God has done all that he can do for the sal- 
vation of all men, and that man himself must do the 


est. 

14, That God cannot exert such influence on the 
minds of men, as shall make it certain that they will 
choose and act in a particular manner without impair- 
ing their moral agency. 


15. That the righteousness of Christ is not the sole 


ple. 
It was then with little or no opposition resolved 


Mr. ALEXANDER CampseLL moved that the house | 


had, as members of the Convention, already pledg- | 


ground of the sinner’s acceptance with God ; and that. 
in no sense does the righteousness of Christ become 


ours. 

15. That the reason why some differ from others in 
regard to their reception of the Gospel is, that they 
make themselves to differ. 

Against all these errors, whenever, wherever, and by 
whomsoever taught, the Assembly would solemnly 
testify; and would warn all in connexion with the 
Presbyterian Church against them. ‘They would also 
enjoin it upon all the inferior judicatories to adopt all 
suitable measures to keep their members pure from 
Opinions so dangerous. 

Especially does the Assembly earnestly enjoin on all 
the Presbyteries to guard with great care the door of 
entrance to the sacred office. Nor can the Assembly 
regard as consistent with ministerial ordination vows, 
an @nwillingness to discipline according to the rules of 
the word of God and of our standards, any person 
already a teacher who may give curreney to the fore- 
going errors. 

II. In regard to the relation existing between the 
Presbyterian and Congregational churches, the Com- 
mittee recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lutions, viz. 

1. That between these two branches of the American 
church, there ought, in the judgment of this Assembly, 
to be maintained sentiments of mutual respect and 
esteem, and fur that purpose no reasonable efforts 
should be omitted to preserve a perfectly good under- 
standing between these branches of the church of 
Christ. 

2. That it is expedient to continue the plan of friendly 
intercourse between this Church and the Congrega- 
tional churches of New England, as it now exists. 

3. But as the “ plan of union” adopted for the new 
settlements in 1801, was orginally an unconstitutional 
act on the part of the Assembly, these important 
standing rules having never been submitted to the 
Presbyterics, and as they were totally destitute of 
authority as proceeding from the General Association 
of Connecticut, which is invested with no power to 
legislate in such cases, and especially to enact laws to 
regulate churches not within her limits; and as much 
confusion and irregularity has arisen from the un- 
natural and unconstitutional system of union, therefore 
it is 

Resolved, ‘That the act of Assembly of 1801, en- 
titled, * A Plan of Union,” be and the same is hereby 
abrogated.—[See Digest, pp. 297—299.] 

4, That our delegates to the bodies representing the 
Congregational Churches, be instructed to explain to 
them the reasonableness and even necessity of the 
foregoing measure. 


_ The report being accepted, on motion to adopt 
as much as related to doctrine. 


Mr. Mines, said he was not prepared for the 
adoption. He could conscientiously vote for the 
condemnation of the enumerated errors, but it 
should be recollected that there were errorson the 
other extreme, which equally demanded condemna- 
tion, and he wished to be permitted to introduce 
after the ninth article the following as errors. 1. 
That man has no ability of any kind to obey God’s 
commands, or to do his duty. 2. That ability to 
comply with God’s commands is not necessary to 
constitute obligation. 3. That God may justly re- 
quire of man the performance of what he has no 
ability in his fallen state to perform, and may just- 
ly punish him for not performing it. 4. That all 
the powers of man for the performance of duty 
have been destroyed by the fall. 

These had an existence, and as to the others 
whether they existed in the church or not it couid 
do no harm to condemn them. 


Mr. Jessup. The matters introduced to our 
notice were intensely interesting and a decision on 
them should be obtained as soon as practicable. 
This he believed would be expedited by making 
this part of the report the order of the day for to- 
morrow morning at 9 o’clock. He made this motion, 
because various amendments would probably be 
suggested, and it was desirable to have more time 
to deliberate on the subject. | 


Dr. Beman seconded the motion with the addi- 
tion that: five hundred copies of this part of the 
report should be printed for the use of members. 
The matters reported demanded grave considera- 
tion, and they had been, it should be recollected, 
under the consideration of a part of this Assembly 
already. The errors enumerated were, no doubt, 
great errors, but, for his part, he did not wish to 
give his assent to doctrinal propositions which 
were not expressed in the language of the Bible; 
and especially until the terms were strictly de- 


| fined. He lived in a dark and obscure part of the 


world, it is true, and therefore he had not heard of 
some of these errors before. Asa matter of cour- 
tesy, he thought the consideration of the subject 
should be postponed until to-morrow. 3 


Dr. ALEXANDER concurred in the opinion that 
the subject might be deferred, and that reasonable 
time should be given to those, who wished to in- 
vestigate the matter more thoroughly. 


Mr. Piumer, very respectfully differed from 
those who advocated the postponement. In res- 
pect to that part of the motion which required the 
printing of the report, he would merely remark 
that it was, in al] its material parts, already printed 
and circulated. ‘The alterations proposed by the 
committee in the phraseology of two or three of 
the articles of error, varied very little from that to 
be found in the memorial. They could easily be 
made by each member in the margin. He had no 
intention of excluding testimony against any error, 
but every thing in its order; let us see if we are 
agreed as to those already presented, and surely 
these are as palpable as any which should deny that 
Christ was the Redeemer. If this body will unite 
in their testimony against these, our troubles will 
be disposed of, for this is going to the foundation ; 
let us agree here, and we can easily settle other 
matters, provided the Presbyteries will second 
our action. It cannot be denied that the doctrines 
of the Reformation have been assailed, and gentle- 
men cannot plead ignorance, as these things have 
not been done in the dark, nor is this the first time 
that we have been called to testify against the evils 
of which we complain. 


Dr. McAULey, persisted that nothing was to be 
gained by crowding a question. ‘The gentleman 
who last spoke, is disposed in the ardour of his 
feelings to press the issue, because he has had time 
from previous deliberation to make up his mind. 
But for his own part he was not prepared; the 
Sabbath had intervened since the matter was 
brought up, but he could not devote that day to the 
consideration of these subjects. If the thing is 
urged now, men will speak an hour to get know- 
ledge, it would be more reasonable then, and would 
save time, to postpone. 

Dr. Green. We are ripe now for the discussion, 
and if delay is granted to-day, the same demand 
will be made to-morrow. Give time to brood over 


the-subject and the only effect will be, that objec- 


tions and difficulties will be raised which would 
not otherwise have been thought of. The errors 
here stated are so palpably plain, that no intelligent 
minister or elder can be at a loss to give his judg- 
ment on them. If in the course of discussion points 
should be objected to, or language found which 
nevded alteration, the best opportunities would be 
given toamend. There should be no delay, time is 
precious, and the members of this house will be 
wearied and go home, if we act not promptly. 


Mr. Dickinson, cf Lane Seminary, was in fa- 
vour of the postponement, because however fami- 
liar some were with this catalogue of errors, others 
were in the dark. The uniform usage of this 
house has been to grant the indulgence requested. 
There are several inquiries which we wish time to 
settle (1) are these really errors? We do not 
wish to vote on any list of errors until we have had 
opportunity of examining the import of terms. (2) 
Are they the only errors? We should take a 
broad view, and not single out some to the exclu- 
sion of others; another list may be brought for- 
ward. (3) Are there any others which should be ad- 
ded? Of this we are not sure, but still would like 
time to think of it. 


Mr. Boyp. If brethren will say positively that 
they do not understand the summary, there might 
be a postponement, but this they will not venture 
to say. He was afraid of these motions; the ques- 
tion was already well understood, and delay instead 
of curtailing would lengthen speeches. Can any 
one who has adopted the standards of the church 
express any doubt about these being errors? Surely 
not. The plea that there may be other errors 
should not have weight, for they can be brought 
before the house through the Committee of Bills 
and Overtures. In his opinion this was the time 


for decisive action ; evety hour gained was*a real 


gain, and despatch would not interfere with full 
and fair discussion. 


“Mr. Crevetann, of Michi Two reasons 
had weight with him in favouring the motion, one 
was that no time would be gained by pressing the 
discussion now, while delay would make the dis- 
cussion more intelligent. For. his own part he 
could not devote any part of yesterday, which was 
God’s time, to this matter, and besides he did not 


But again, we were not called to vote on these 
matters in thesi but to pass our judgment on them 
as actually existing in the Church. Now he had 
been in the ministry ten years and Jived in what 
might be called the infected region, and yet he 
could say he never heard of some of these errors 
before. It was his conviction, that Unitarians 
could not believe in some of them, and therefore 
he would never vote in such way as to give the 
impression that they were widely diffused. 


Dr. Junxin. The doctrines to which the paper 
relates have been abundantly discussed the lust 
eight years, and how brethren can say they have 


ishment. ‘They have pressed on you for conside: 
ration since 1831 in vain, except it might be last 
ear. ‘The course now pursued is objectionable; 
ook at it; a postponement is urged one day, 
amendment another, indefinite postponement a 
third; it is nothing but postponement, and a per- 
petual policy to evade a doctrinal decision. We 
should go right up to the work. 


_ Dr. Baxter, should vote against postponement. 
Ecclesiastical bodies had not time like political 
ones for postponement; besides the case is not one 
of necessity. These were plain points of doctrine 
with which every Presbyterian should be familiar, 
and he could not see how any one was qualified to 
preach who could not express an immediate opin- 
ion on them. Some allege that they are errors, 
but they wish to increase the list by hunting up 
others; this would make it difficult to testify at all, 
for if we can do nothing in this ways until we go 
over the whole field and rake up all the errors in 
the world, our testimony would be left undone. 


Mr. Jessup. He almost regretted that he had 
made the motion, for he had done it under the: im- 
ression that there was comity enough in this 
house to grant the request; but he found he had 
been mistaken. His wish was to save time and 
have the subject well digested. (He moved there- 
fore for leave to withdraw. The question was 
taken and leave was not granted. ‘The question 
then recurring on the postponement)— 

Mr. M. Smirn, was grieved that there should 


be any insinuation of duplicity; this should not 
be; he was a Calvinist, and merely wished the list 


had been charged but the lead had been left out; 
give him an opportunity and he would show how 
to strike the nail on the head. The errors were 
not expressed in the language employed by the in- 
dividuals who held them, He loved orthodoxy, 
but he did not like controversy so far as to put his 
foot on the neck of a brother. 


Dr. Martin, an Elder. Some of the elders, he 
was sure, were not prepared to discuss; he did 
not follow in the wake of any man or party, and 
therefore he wanted time. 


Jupce Porrer was as fully prepared to act now 
as he could be, and he was sorry that any should 
be unprepared. Some assert that these errors are 
not in the Church, if so, we can condemn them ia 
thesi. But he believed they did exist, and he 
was afraid an attempt would be made to clog 
them by appending others which had only an 
imaginary existence in the Presbyterian Church, 
such as the doctrine of fatalism. He wished 
every spot to be washed from the escutcheon of the 
Church, but he had no wish to forestall, and was 
therefore in favour of giving time. 


Mr. Jounston, of N. Y.. Many of us are young 
men, and are not, therefore, it is to be supposed, as 
well prepared for immediate action as those older 
and more experienced. To understand these points 
in all their bearings requires thought and delibera- 
tion. Even the committee have thought proper to 
alter the phraseology since the list was published 
in the memorial. As to the errors, they belong 
not to our bibles, our pulpits, or hearts. The dis- 
cussion should be kind and brotherly, and without 
malice, and we should pray over it and avoid this 
accursed spirit of unkindness (called to order.). 


Mr. Murray. Was gratified to hear the last 
brother recommend a spirit of brotherly kindness, 
and hoped his praetice would be accordingly. The 
discussion would be on the articles seriatim, so that 
they would be well understood. One brother said 
on Saturday that he was prepared to vote on eve 
article, and now that same brother wants time. te 
is matter of wonder that so much ignorance is pro- 
fessed on these points, for although not an old man, 
he had heard of all these errors. Will Dr. Beman, 
who knows so well what error is, please to say, 
what errors here are new? At all events, much 
knowledge cannot now be gained by those who are 
ignorant, as they will have no time to study systems 
of theology by to-morrow morning. 


Dr. Perers expressed sorrow at the length of 
the discussion; the proposal was reasonable, and it 
was surprisi:g it should be refused. Dr. Baxter 
has remarked that a man is not qualified to preach 
who is not prepared on these points. Why-then 
did his Convention think fit to meet and deliberate, 
while they refuse us even a day. I know these to 
be errors, but are we called to testify on them 4 


Mr. Crane. Thought he saw an attempt to 
throw obstructions in the way of business; this 
must be manifest both to the Assembly and the 
spectators; yes, it was intended to consume time, 
(called to order) well every body knows I am ho- 
nest, and they understand what I mean, 


Mr. STEEL moved the previous question (here a 
desultory debate took place on the nature and ope- 
ration of this question. The Moderator gave his 
judgment, the previous question was then put and 
lost, and then the question on postponewent until 
9 o’clock to-morrow, was put and carried.) 

It was then resulved that the second part of the 
report on the plan of union with Congregational 
Churches should be the order of the day tor this 
afternoon, Adjourned. 


: Monday Afternoon, May 22. 
That part of the report which related to the plan 
of union was then read as follows: 


And the first resolution was adopted. 

On inotion to adopt the second resolution, 

Mr. BreckrnripGE moved to insert after expe- 
dient, the words “ at present.” 


Mr. PLumeEr, opposed the amendment on the 
ground that it implied that there was evidence 
that we at present distrusted these bodies. For his 
own part he could not thus suspect them; he had 
been to these bodies as a delegate, and he judged 
favourably of them. 


Mr. Foor of N. Y. Hoped the amendment 
would not carry, as it would grieve the hearts of 
our New England friends. 


Mr. Brecxinripeg, thought the whole truth 
should be told. The constitution gave as a dis- 
cretion in this matter, how long the correspon- 
dence should be continued and although it had 
stood for thirty six years, it was by no means yet a 
clear case. It has been the impression of some for 
the last eight years that it should cease, as circum- 
stances have placed it on a different foundation 
from that on which it first stood. The memoria} 
makes a great difference between our New Eng- 
land friends who have adhered to their platform 
and those who have departed from it. With the 
latter we have no wish to cultivate an intimacy ; 
we wish no correspondence with men who hold 
Taylorism or Pelagianism. There is great ground 
to fear if these things go on; and if there is any 
prospect that the correspondence will be interrup-_ 
ted, there should be some intimation of it and this 
is the gentlest that can be given. Why do we 
propose to break up the planof union, but on ac- 
count of the doctrinal dangers,—a fear of our doc- 
trinal ga and this is the ground on which the 
Church would approve our action. He bad no 
idea of rubbing our New England friends down 
softly in one resolution, and then cutting them up 
root and branch, in the next. There are differences 
in New England; there is New Haven, Mr. Stu- 
art's commentary, the quarterly reviews, and on 
the other side, East Windsor; now while there 


know what report the Committee intended to make. | 


never heard of them before is matter of just aston- — 


of errors to be enlarged and completed. The gun | 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


_ Mr. Loss, of N. Y. Lives in a region where this | known.to be in the Assembly. Against a case of 
plan has long ‘operated. the ‘thiiches were |the latter kind Dr. McAuley loudly | 


are these wide and difderences amon 
en We should be on our guard and adopt 


been united with us on this plain. In the Synod there 


ke J. Ww. 
you will find 118 ministers; but how many elders, y> J. Patton, Leatch, J. Greer, A. W. R 


Withenaset Dr. Leland, H. S. Pratt, 


mongrel brood, that e partly in the lan of 
Canaan and partly in of Ashdod. ‘They 


this amendme nendment. _—s—is‘issy first Congregational, but now eighteen out of twenty | Yes, constitutional questions have been decided in | how many of that class of officers recognized by have in fact taken away our rights; they come among . J. C. Coit, T. itherspoon 

was ready to vote for the resolution, in the Presbytery of Oneida, were Presbyterian. In| the Assembly by who had never subscribed | our and who have always been so faithful Gat J. i. R. 
; the ituti | in cast the a us. Now we | A. R. . Smylie, N. i 
but fot.asemended ; it implies suspicion ; it says that neighbourhood there were forty churches, only Constitution. to the Church in an hour of danger? Here is the war gu bide of the. lie—M2 | 


4 


Southworth, E. Holt, 


book of B. Burnap, Dr. Beman, G. Hayden, Dr. 


that Synod, and it informs us that there 
were seven Elders! 


three or four of which were not Presbyterian in 
Whose fault is this? Surely 


McAutey. Wished to inquire th 
government. . They are now harmonious, and they r. McAutey. Wished to inquire whether the 


operation of the proposition would be retrospective we have kept silence, that the advocates of the 


union might speak out their mind fully, and truly they 


Porter 
Whi 


— 
. 
* 
¥ 


to another. 
- bat the General Associations; he would not send 


brother Breckinridge would find many men 
fiercé for orthodoxy. He had heard more said there 


onthe subject than he had ever heard in any of 


our’ Presbyteries. One old clergyman ured 
5000 copies of the Assembly’s Catechism for distri- 
bution. This was characteristic of Maine also, 
but not of Connecticut. Their Missionary Societies 


were not on the voluntary principle, but were known 


the law. Again, we permit men to go from 
to place without examination ; acase occur- 


red recently in Philadelphia, in which the right of 


examination was refused, but it is not so there. 
Examination is insisted on when they go from one 
Association to another, and even one congregation 
We do notsend delegates to the little 


to the New Haven Association for instance, but he 
dunbted not there was more error in some of our 
own Presbyteries, than in some of the Associations 
in Massachusetts. 
Mr. Hircacocg, (From Massachusetts.) From 
remarks which he had heard in this hous*, he was 
induced to sup that there was an impression 
among some, that in. Massachusetts there was a 
progressive departure from orthodoxy ; but this was 
not the case; on the contrary there was an im- 
provefnent, With them it was desired that the 
correspondence with the Presbyterian Church 
should be preserved, asa means of promoting bro- 
therly love. He could not conceive how it could 
have any particular bearing on theological questions 
either way. Last evening he had heard a venera- 
ble father, (Dr. Baxter) preach, and. he could say 
that €very word of the sermon would have been 
approved in New England ; and if the brother from 
Baltimore, (Mr. Breckinridge) would only pay them 
a visit, he would insure that he should find among 
them a firm phalanx of orthodoxy. 


Mr. BrecxinripcE then requested leave 
draw his amendment, which being granted, 
resolution was adopted. | 

A motion was then made to adopt the 3d resolu- 


with- 
e 2d 


Mr. Foor (OF N. Y.) He supposed that the plan 
of union with the Congregationalists which it was 
now p to abrogate, was originally made with 


a particular relation to what was called the Military 


Tract in N. Y. He had made much inquiry for 
the records of the transaction without success, but 
he knew something of the history of its operation. 
Congregationalists emigrated to New York after 
this'‘plan had been adopted ; they soon heard of it, 
and there was great difficulty to bring them into it. 
The more aged were still attached to the forms in 
which they had been educated, the younger were 
inclined to Presbyterianism, but they were held 
back by respect to the feelings of their fathers. 
Should they all become Presbyterians it would tend 
eatly to order, and by proper measures this might | 
effected ; but the resolution before the house, if 
it prevailed, would throw them back intu a Congre- 
gationalism of the most irregular kind. There 
were two classes of Congregationalisin in the state 
of New York. The first class was of about three 
years standing, the leader of which, Luther Myrick, 
gathers up recruits where he can; he has ordained 
in an irregular way about thirty and they held the 


‘an unfavourable light. ‘There never would have 


two. 


oral and written communications, he had learned 
that not a few had been compelled to remove from 
the Western Reserve and Illinois, for no other 
cause than that Presbyterian doctrines were never 
preached there. 


York and‘ had therefore a good opportunity for 
knowing how the present plan worked. When 
the Presbytery of Chenango was formed there was 
not a single 
has been a steady advancement first the accommo- 
dation plan was adopted; then they chose sessions 
or sometimes committee-men; then gave their as- 
sent to the Confession of Faith, and now they 
teach it to their churches. Now there are eight |i 
regular Presbyterian churches, and some have not 
become so, because it would affect their titles to 
their meeting houses. 
adjacent region, and nothing could be more unfa- 
vourable to Presbyterian interests there, than the 


the Presbytery to which the last speaker referred, 
and in counting could find very few churches there 
that were truly Presbyterian. 
going back from Presbyterianism and some remain 
merely to carry certain measures. 
Presbyterian churches was lately about to settle a 
minister, and yet, in the bounds of the whole con- 
gregation, not one copy of the Directory. could be 
found from which to propose the questions to the 
candidate. | 


terian church, and he could say he had drunk in 
his doctrines from the Shorter Catechism; he con-| they were rejoiced when the Plan of 1801 was 
sidered ita precious influence, and now he was formed, as it enabled them to harmonize the peo- 
carefu] to impart it to others. The churches in 
New York might be ignorant of the constitution, 
but they were not strangers to the Catechism. 
would be an injustice to these churches to strike 
this blow; it would cause disunion; it would 
break the bonds by which they have been bound to 


your constitution. The effect of abrogation 


been’ a Presbyterian Church there but for that plan, 
and the same is true of Illinois, Indiana, and Michi- 

. It has operated favourably for Presbyterian- | 
ism, and if you will let it proceed, the Presbyterian 
Church will pervade the whole northern country. 
Dangerous influence on doctrine is apprehended 
from it; this is a mere war with a man of straw; 
for, what do the delegates from New Enyland say ? 
Now will you sever almost the entire north from 
you? Will you throw off New York? The new 
states are filling up, and we should accommodate 
ourselves to the prejudices and partialities we meet 
with. The old men adhere to Congregationalism, 
but the young ones are growing up Presbyterians, | 
and are only waiting for the departure of their 
fathers. ‘The passage of this resolution would be 
to strike a blow such as has never been felt; it 
would be the signal of injury to many churches; it 
would drive off thousands which are almost ready 
to coalesce. 


Mr. Barrp. He wished to submit a fact or 
When what is now the Western Reserve 
Synod was embraced by the Synod of Pitisburgh, 
the latter had their own troubles with them, on 
account of their irregularities and ignorance of 
Presbyterianism. - ‘hey would say they were be- 
coming Presbyterians, but their march was like 
that of a retreating army—backwards. Their as- 
sertions too were contradicted by the Ohio Obser- 
ver. The fact.was that their becoming Presbyte- 
rians was the real cause of all our difficulties; the 
change was only in name, and their increase 
would prove the subversion of the Church. From 


Mr. Srauutpine. He was born in Western New 


resbyterian church, but since there 


This was also true of the 


Mr. 


He was well acquainted with t 


Some are already 


One of these 


Mr. Jounston. He was the Pastor of a Presby- 


‘terian Church. | 
complicated or inconvenient, (here he specified the 
the various incongruities, which may be seen by 
consulting the Digest.) It ought no longer to be 
tolerated ; the Assembly might with equal propriety 
appoint a government by Diocesan Bishops, for 
Presbyterianism does not differ more froin this} 
form of church government, than it does from In- 
dependency. That the plan has continued for 
thirty-six years is no argument; it has already 
broken down the wall of the Presbyterian Church 
on one side, and until it is annulled order cannot 
be restored. 


there now? 
It | region, and many of them had not existed, but for 
this Plan. 
of the Constitution, but he would not say it was 
unwise and unnatural, as it was demanded by the 


spected the future rather than the past; as to. the 
churches already formed on this plan, he presumed 
that some plan would be presented to allow them 
time to choose whether they would be Presbyte- 
rian or Congregational, perhaps a year or two 
would be proposed. In this there could be no 
hardship. They should be treated with the ten- 
derness implied by the faith of an agreement. 
He was surprised to hear a call for the constitu- 
tional argument; if the gentleman would take the 
trouble to read the overture from the Presbytery 
of New Brunswick, he would find the argument 
irrefragably stated. He had been a member of the 
Assembly, although a young one, which had adopt- 
ed this plan. It. was pro by Dr. Edwards, 
who although a Presbyterian had been brought up 
a Congregationalist, and felt great solicitude for 
the welfare and increase of the 
of New York. .When adopted there was no sus- 
picion of dangers, no suspicion of — for all 
were agreed on doctrinal points. It was viewed 
however as a temporary arrangement, but now it 
has become a monstrous appendage to the Presby- 
There never was a plan more 


Dr. McAuury. As Dr. Green had said, he had, 


in 1826, protested against the admission of a pri- 
vate member into the General Assembly, but the 
peculiarity of the case should be stated. Mr. Bis- 
sel, the person alluded to, did not come from a 
Congregational, but a Presbyterian church in Ro- 
chester, and was a licentiate. 
under the accommodation plan, and therefore his 
admission would have been prepusterous. When 
the delegation was appointed by the Assembly, in 
1824, to meet a delegation from the New England 
Associations, on the subject of their members vot- 


He did not come 


ng in the Assembly, the accommodation plan was 


spoken of. The New England brethren, said the 
plan had not originated with them, and that they 
had acceded ‘to it merely because they thought it 
would be of service to the Presbyterian Church in 
New York. It was, he thought, extra-constitu- 
adoption of this resolution. | tional, but, under the necessities of the case, it 
was wise and right. In the year 1799, he had 


ravelled extensively in the state of New York, 


and at that time, as he believed, there were but 
four Presbyterian churches west of Albany, 
population was made up of emigrants from New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Eastern New York, Connec- 
ticut, and other New England States. It was in a 
wretched condition; the people were so scattered 
that scarcely twenty could be collected to hear 
preaching; and besides, they were indifferent; 
they had been so long in the wilderness, as to be 
almost as careless about religion as the wild 
beasts. 
necticut were there, preaching and labouring, and 


The 


The pains-taking missionaries from Con- 


le and form churches. What a difference is 
Three hundred churches occupy that 


He would not defend it on the ground 


hurch in the State 


originally contemplated that the mixed Churches 
should only be represented in the Presbyteries, but 
by a dangerous use of the rule of construction, they 
have got a place in the Synods and Assemblies. 
The Presbytery of Portage has not more Presby- 
terian Churches than it has delegates un this floor ; 
they represent purely Congregational Churches! 
Is not this a violation of the compact? Is not this 
an unauthorised assumption of power? The present 
union is objectionable too on the ground of its 
wear and tare of conscience. See Bissel’s case; 
certified asa Ruling Elder although he was no 
such thing, and there is one now on this floor who 
is not an ordained Elder. It leads men to subscribe 
your standards for substance of doctrine, it holds 
out awful temptations. Michigan is held up here 
as composed of sound Presbyterians, and yet they 
have subscribed only for substance. The Koran 
might be adopted on the same principle; it con- 
tains the first principle of religion, the unity of 
God. It is held out as an argument for the union, 
that we may soon bring into our Church all! these 
Congregational] brethren. But they will not come 
in; they know no more of Presbyterianism than 
Noah did; ministers may wish to change but the 
people do not, and as soon as you begin to bring 
your net around them, they flounce like the shad 
in your river. The plan also leads to corruption 
of doctrine. ‘These men do not expect to receive 
your doctrines in any other way than as they un- 
derstand them; and they only intend to have 
Elders tosend up to the Assembly. Look at the 
votes in the Jast Assembly on a doctrinal question ; 
all the friends of the accommodation plan; all from 
Congregational districts, with perhaps here and 
there a scattering vote, which was like the scape- 
goat of old, voted against Dr. Miller’s resolution ; 
while almost all from Presbyterian districts voted 
for it. The power to crush your book comes from 
this plan, and if your system goes down, it will be 
by the votes from Congregational Churches. 

Mr. E. Wuire, said that the last speaker was the 
first who had touched the merits of the question. He 
had said that the Association had no power to form a 
compact, | Dr. Junkin interrupting, said that his state- 
ment was, that they had no power to bind the pcople, 


and he hoped the gentleman would mect that argument.] 

Mr. White resuming, said he would meet it as far as 
it served his cause. (A laugh.) He then spoke of the 
original Constitution of the Synod of Philadelphia, 
and spoke of the contentions which existed in 1758. 
To come to the subject,— 

I. He would say a few words in respect to the con- 
stitutionality of the * Plan of Union.” I consider this 
resolution as virtually a division of the Presbyterian 
Charch, and designed to produce that effect. I sce the 


+ Moderator shakes his head,— 


Moprrator. The Modcrator can allow no imputa- 
tion of motives. 


Mr. Wuite. I foresee that the principle of this 
resolution, though now affecting a distant portion of 
the Church, will yet rend this body, in its application. 
I concede that the Plan of Union is unconstitutional. 
This must be admitted. Nevertheless, the authors of 
this plan were as good Presbyterians as we arc; and 
they intended the good of the Presbyterian Church. 
But although the plan be unconstitutional, yet it has 
existed thirty-six years, and its benefits are known. 
And Iam willing, therefore, to sanction these decisions, 
and allow these compacts to remain; just as I would 
allow Presbyteries unconstitutionally formed by the 
Gencral Assembly to exist, in the face of the Constitu- 
tion. This Assembly has no right to form a Presby. 
tery within the bounds of a Synod, without the re- 
quest of the Synod,—nor without geograpliical bounds. 
Yct I will sustain, in good faith, the acts of preceding 
Assemblies. Although, if either of these acts (the 
formation of this Plan, or the erection of such Presby- 
teries by the General Assembly,) were to come before 


this cannot be called a Presbyterian Synod ; there | }, 


there was once a necessity for it, there can be so no 
longer. What would you say if soldiers,driven by 
stress of weather, should be permitted to take up their 
quarters in a church, and then, after thirty-six years, 
should say they would not go out because they had been 


suffered to take possession. Whether the plan has been | F. T 


a blessing to the churches we are not prepared to say. 
It sounds strange to hear certain gentlemen on this 
floor speak of covenant breaking; what was their lan- 
guage at the last Assembly? Did they not there 
maintain that one Assembly could undo what any 
other Assembly had done, and that the acts of one 
were not binding on another. As Bishop ‘Taylor has 
remarked, miracles may have ccased but marvels have 
not. If the proof of the unconstitutionality of this 
plan was called for, he would take up the book and read 
from one end of it to the cther. It was certainly not un- 
constitutional to cut off a dead or diseased limb. He 
knew of a case in which a Congregational church with 
a Presbyterian minister had convened to prohibit by 
their vote, their minister from attending on the meet- 
ings ofa gin Pape Now however the time had come, 
when we should say, gentlemen the high way is yours. 


Dr. Peters. Asked for the rcading of the minutes 
of the Assembly of 1835 on this subject, because he be- 
lieved that it embraced all that could be constitution- 
ally dune; and he hoped that this Assembly would fol- 
low the example of that “noble Assembly” and not 
dare to meddle with this sacred compact. Mr. Plumer 
had spoken of the rights of the Association and Church- 
es, and he maintained that they both had rights, which 
no fact of diversity in government could annul without 
mutual consent. (Dr. Alexander said there was not 
such a word as covenant or compuct in the whole trans- 
action.] Dr. Peters said he did not appreciate the remark 
of the gentleman, since an agreement between two 
parties involving mutual benefit, must partake of this 
character. He wished to use a name which exactly 
expresscd the thing. As to what is due to the Associa- 
tion we should go and tell them what is our design; 
but he would waive even this, for another matter. If 
the Association has no further authority in this matter, 
the binding nature of the contract has not lapsed ; the 
power of the Association has been transferred to the 
churches and Presbyteries which have been forined 
under the union. He himsclf had come into the 
Presbyterian Church under the accommodation plan, 
and was licensed in that church, and not as was pub- 
lished in The? Presbyterian, under the signature of a 
theological professor, that he came in‘as Agent of the 
American Home Missionary Socicty. The churches 
which have been forined on this plan are an integral 
part of the Presbyterian Church, and they have con- 
tributed to your funds. It can no more be said that 
they have come unconstitutionally, than the Scotch 
churches which you have received; or that your 
Boards are unconstitutional, for the constitution directly 
contemplates none of these things. All that can be 
claimed is that it is extra-constitutional, and yet it was 
aright belonging to all bodies to do good good; it was 
done in the spirit of Christian kindness. If the Asso- 
ciation has ceased to be a party, not so the churches 


which have been formed under it; these will be scri- 


ously affected by your action, and have you a right to 
do it without first consulting your Presbyteries. If 
The Presbyterian may be trusted, the organ recom- 
mended by the Convention, Mr. Plumer, in giving his 
opinion in that body on the subject of slavery, utterly 
denicd the right of the Assembly to try and condemn 
the people of the South en masse, and where would be 
the ditterence from the present case, if a memorial 
should come to cut off the whole South. We should 
examine the position we now occupy. The memorial 
has originated with a dissatisfied minority of the last 
Assembly. First they held meetings; then whispers 
of their intentions went forth; then a circular Ictter 
and pamphlet appeared ; then a Convention assembled, 
which has been in session many days, and comes 
forth as a result, this memorial. ‘The newspapers 
have been filled with this business; division has been 
the cry; ‘The Presbyteriaw has prominently held up 
this subject. Some have spoken of a violent and some 
of an amicable separation, and the present mode scems 
to be adopted to settle their conflicting views. ‘This 


nde 
j regulated, yet the amendment says it is merely respect !on | or only prospective? | - . ave reasoned strongly for us, for they have told us of | Smith, W. B. Stow, I. Pettibone, L. H Lose, H. 
for the present Assembly. ‘These brethren will | Would be unhappy ; for although now Presbyterian) py, “ayexanpen. Would speak for himself; he | 8 20t @ dozen Presbyterian Churches in the whole | greater ecclesiastical irregularities as springing up| A. Doubleday, T. Williams, P. C. Hay, Fe Bacn” 
in government and creed, they would regard it in could not for the committee. The proposition re- Sy eo — jive Pes eg hen under this union, than we had ever heard of bale. If | bury, E. =e lg J. Grid ier -Ww.M Bute w. 


Thatcher, J. M. Rowland, J. I. Foot, G. E. Dela 

F. Shipherd, G. Spalding, W. Roy, A. Hollister, HS 
Walbridge, Dr. S. West, E. M. Srogeey, S. Stevens, 
J. B. Shaw, M. Harmon, J. B. Richardson, J, Hovey, 
T. Stillman, J. B. Preston, S W. May. 


H. Kings- 
bury, J. P. Cleaveland, P. W. Warrimer, J. M. Wead, 
R. Stuart, S. Reed, B. Roberts, E. Cutler,-B. Dickin- 
son, H. Bushnell, G. Tichenor, J. W. Phillips, J. Craw- 
ford, J. A. Carnahan, B. Bradley, m. vw, D. Whitney, 
N. C. Clark, E. Kingsbury, N. Gould, F. W. Graves, 
D B. Ayres, J. Leonard, W. C. Wisner, H. H. Hays, 
I’. P. Smith, J. Gideon, G. Painter, T. Brown, F. A. 
McCorkle, J. McSween, E. White.—110. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Release.—It appears that Commodore Dallas, eom- 
mander of our naval squadron in the Gulph of Mexicv,. 


has thought it his duty, on examining into the eircum. 


stances of the capture of the Mexican national brig 
General Urrea, by the U.S. ship Natchez, to give orders 
for the immediate release of the captured vessel. 


Effects of Lightning—During a thunder storm. en 
Friday, the brick house of Mr. Chapin two miles from 
Brockport, N. Y. was struck, and a young man named 
Kingsbury killed. The fluid had reascended and made 
an incision in his feet while he was setting glass in a 
front window. It melted a silver spoon in its course, 
also a saw ina tool chest, stunning the man. whe was 
sitting upon it, and tearing his clothes, and afterwards 
knocked down a little girl on the stoop. 3 
Cuunterfeits,—Five dollar notes of the Lansin | 
N. Y. Bank are in circulation, dated Jan. 
The William Gibbons.—We lea i 

N. C. that the trial of the mate and pote of cane 
of the steam-packet Wm. Gibbons, indicted for robbing 
the passengers, after the wreck of the packet, has 
resulted in the acquittal of all but the mate, who is. 
convicted, but, on proof of mitigating circumstances, 
condemned only to a fine of ten dollars, and imprison- 
ment for six months, 


Small Notes—The New York Times says :—“ We 


of other states, are daily being imported into this city, 
where they command a premium, and that they are 
received by dealers of all classes in payment of debts 
of a small amount. 


sylvania, that the growing crops are beginning to put 
on an appearance of good promise. The late rains 
have proved signally beneficial ; and there is reason 
to believe that the gloomy anticipations so freely in- 
dulged in a few weeks sinee, as to failing crops, wilf 
not be realized, at the approaching harvest.—Balt.-Pat. 


Shocking Steamboat Disaster—The steamboat Ben 
Sherrod, running between New Orleans and Louis. 
ville, caught fire on Monday night, 8th inst. when 
about fifty miles below Natchez, and near Fort Adams, 
on her way up the river, and in a short time was 
burnt up. One Hundred and Twenty, out of the one 
hundred and ninety lives on board were lost!!! 


Pennsylvania—The Governor of Pennsylvania, has 
issued his Proclamation, in which he declines con- 
vening the legislature of the state, in consequence of 
the suspension of specie payments by the banks. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


London papers tu the 17th, and Liverpool to the 18th 
of April have been received at New York. We sub- 
join such extracts as appear to be of any interest. 
The intelligence of the stop of the Messrs. 
Josephs, of New York, and that of several houses: in 


understand, that thousands of dollars in the small billa_ 


The Cropsp—We learn by a gentleman from Penn- | 


you. 
Mr. Crevetanp. He had been sitting quietly to 
hear the strong reasons against the constitutionality 
of this union, but he had heard none. ‘The onus 
probandi certainly rested with those who had made 
the present proposition. ‘The union had worked well 
for thirty-six years, and its unconstitutionality was 
anew doctrine. He had expected the venerable 
chairman of the committee, (Dr. Alexander,) and 
the venerable Dr. Green to have argued this point, 
but nothing had been said. Here isa solemn com- 
pact entered into in the sight of heaven and earth ; 
reformed and resealed by the action of subsequent 
years, and now in what a position is the Church 
and General Assembly placed, by the proposition to 
annul it, not by sending it down to the Presbyteries 
but by oné fell swoop! What confidence would 
hereafter be placed in the Presbyterian Church? 
What would the world think of it? The Assembly 
had better look before they made the plunge. ‘The 
arrangement was made by a venerable committee 
of which Dr. Edwards of Schenectady was chair- 
man, which is now pronounced obviously unconsti- | years, he would not be so much opposed to it. 
tutional. For his part, he would not dare to call it] These people cannot yet understand Presbyte- 
so; the point must blaze out much more ey rianism, and if the resolution is passed it would 
before he could say so. If this act of the Assembly | not only affect them, but ministers now on this 
was unconstitutional, then many other acts of the | floor. 
Assembly, which were connected and involved) 4, HooKer, of Vermont. He rose for the pur- 
in by this door, he wanted not rumor, but facts; if P08 of ofering an amendment, to wit, that a com- 
chuld be proved, then let the abrogetion take ™ttee should be appointed to consult with com 
place if it can be done constitutionally. If it be| 0+ action would be regarded as ex saote, in * 
thou Che matter of courtesy therefore, there should be con- 
been formed on the good faith of the Assembly. LA f 
The effect of the measure will not be such as some ee ee ee Peeprieny OF 8 
anticipate. Michigan will not be driven off by it; some 
the largest Presbytery ree a geighenys him to | conversation, that the delegate to Connecticut from 
en all measures of disunion, oh tats ot Siitle the Assembly, had never received any instruction 
from the stated Clerk, and therefore that it had not 
would certainly compel many immortal souls to go up before the 
without instruction. Such was the awful crisisto| Mr. Hooker resumed. Thus although the As- 
which we are brought. sembly had acted, the Association had not been 
Adiparned officially informed of their action. Although the 
J compact had been made in relation to churches not 
situated in Connecticut, yet it was really made 


He had recently seen in 
the city of Lyons, a small congregation gathered 
out of mother church; some held to infant bap- 
tism, and others of them rejected it, and yet they 
all sat down to the same communion table,,and 
their minister (Mr. Monod) administered baptism 
in either way to suit them, although it was con- 
trary to the rules of the Protestant Evangelical 
Church of France. Who would venture to sav he 
did wrong? He was not strenuous for the plan 
for future years, but it should be remembered, that 
we have entered into a solemn league with the 
churches already formed on it. Shall the treaty 
be set aside as the United States have broken 
their treaty with the Indians that they might be 
enriched with their Jands, and for which breach of 
good faith their armies have been routed by a 
handful of this persecuted people? He could not 
vote for the resolution until a pledge was given 
not. to scatter these churches; if this could be se- 
cured; if good faith was not to be broken; if time 
was given them to change their forms, say three 


exigency of the times. New Orleans, had reached England, and produced 
greater excitement than had been anticipated. ; 
On the Canada question, in the House of Comn 
an amendment in the following words “that it is ex- 
pedient to abolish the Legislative Council of the pro- 4 
vince of Lower Canada,” was adopted; ayes 269, noes 45. = 
The municipal reform bill for Ireland was carried, 
in the House of Commons, on the night of April 11th, 
by a vote of 302 against 247. Ministerial: majority 55. 
The bill went up to the House of Lords on the 13th, 
where it was read, and the 25th named for the second 
reading. 
_The King has been thrown into a state of deepaf- _- z 
fliction, by the death of his efdest and favourite daugh- " 
ter, Lady De Lisle, who dicd at Kingston House on © 7 
the night of April 10th. 
The Paris datcs are of the 15th, when the Cabinet 
was still tobe arranged. . 
_ According to the Paris papers, commercial distress 
increases. At Marscilles, cotton had fallen 50 : 
cent, and there was great misery. At Foulon, matters °F 
arc, if possible, in a worse state. Ball cartridge had 
becn supplied to the troops at Lyons, as am insurrec- 
tion of starving weavers was apprehended. At Mul- 4 
hausen, the manufacturers were closing their work- 7 
shops. The runon the savings banks continues. In 
Paris, infirin persons are said to have died of famine. 
In Spain, up to April 11th the snows covered the 
mountains, and alf inilitary operations of any moment 
were suspended. 


most erroneous sentiments. The other class were 
represented in the New York Association, and 
were comparatively respectable, but still not as 

rely Congregational asthe Associations in New 
England. he one is for order and the other for 
disorder. Now if the plan to abrogate the union 
be passed, a great many of those who have been 
brought step by step towards Presbyterianism 
would be thrown back into one or other of these 
bodies. It is to be feared when it is known that 
some of the Presbyteries which there have been 
formed, will declare themselves independent; far 
better would it be to use measures to bring them 
more fully into the Presbyterian church. 


Dr. Green. It is just six and thirty years since 
these articles of association were adopted. There 
are few here who were present at their adoption; 
the speaker was present, and it is not his intention 
now, although he voted for them, to defend . their 
constitutionality, for they were unconstitutional 
throughout. The Church was then in a peculiar 
state; the General Assembly was of recent origin, 
and there was not always the strictest adherence 
to order. As an instance individuals who were 
not commissioned to the Assembly often took 
their seats as corresponding members. The plan 
under consideration was adopted in such a state of 
things, and it was intended exclusively as an ac- 
eommodation to those who lived on the frontiers. 
It has served its purpose. New York is no longer 
a frontier; it is no longer in the condition contem- 
plated. The design was to accommodate those 
who were not strong enough to form distinct 
ehurches, and it was not intended that it should 
continue longer than to give time for the formation 
of churches, which should be congregational or 
Presbyterian. The instrument therefore is virtu- 
ally out of date, and it is time it should be formally 
abrogated. 

Mr. Crocker (Conn). It might not, perhaps, 
be becoming in a delegate from a foreign body to 
engage in this discussion, but he begged leave to 
direct attention to the operation and bearings of 
L this question. Legislation on this subject would 
. inevitably create disturbance in churches which 


me as original acts, I would go against them all, on 
the ground of the Constitution. | 
II. Now for the expediency of the measure. Sup- 
ing this plan to be unconstitutional, yet, on the 


is the proposed remedy, discussed in the Convention, 
and brought forward in the memorial, for doctrinal 
troubles. For mysclf, I am ready, with some explana- 
L . tions, to condemn the errors here enumerated and 
‘ground that we are bound to act in good faith, on the | some others; but suppose the Western Reserve, and 
acts of preceding Assemblies. This plan was formed | other suspected regions, should concur in this condem. 
for the benefit of certain churches, and if yuu abroeg nation, what would become of your accusation? So 
gate it, you will drive off those who have an unques- | jt might appear also, that in relation to certain alleged 
tioned right on this floor. Hence it is expedicnt that irregularities, there had been mistake and prejudice. 
it remain during their pleasure, unless they abuse it. Thus, in the Convention mistakes were made. Mr. 
P ardon me, if I fecl a little for my Presbytery. ‘The | Bouton said that Mr. Wells, an agent of the Home 
principles involved here, will cut off some that have | Missonary Society had declared he had the. power to 
been Presbyterians from the co it—I speak dispose of all the missionaries in Michigan; this must 
now of my own Presby tery. That Presbytery was | be a mistake, Mr. Wells never was an agent of that 
originally the first Presbyterian body of the United | Society. So Mr. Musgrave said Mr. Barnes had made 
States. I mean the old Charleston Presbytery, which a recantation, before certain men, who were grounded 
was under the care of the Gencral Assembly of the | in the Ohio, had come in. But the supposed _re- 
Church of Scotland. The Presbytery is now extinct; | cantation was made a week after thcir arrival. 
but the churches remain. ‘They are Presbyterian | ‘There have been mistakes on this whole subject. We 
churches; but they refuse to be connected with this | hear brethren from the regions occupied by the 
General Assembly. The first Presbyterian Church | Churches against which you are acting, speaking of 
of Charleston always refused connexion with this As | the blessings of this union, and only minorities speak 
sembly ; their pastor is a Scotchman. ‘heir first | of the troubles and disorders. We could tell things 
colony is the Circular Church, which is Independent. too, we have the evidence that a missionary of the 
They are a combination of [rish, Scotch, English, and | \WWestern Forcign Missionary Society in Northern In- 
New Englanders. Yet they are willing to have a | dia, has lately written to the Rev. Mr. Barnes, in which 
Presbyterian clergyman. ‘Their present pastor is the | je syinpathises in his troubles, and requests him to 
Rev. Mr. Post, late of Washington. s _. |send him some copies of his Commentaries. New 
Now Sir, if you pass this resolution, and its princi- | measures are talked of. In my travels over the moun- 
ples are carried out, there are ouly one or two churches | tains, I once met with Dr. Wilson. in Cincinnati, and 
of our Presbytery that will remain to the Asscmbly. | found him so warm a new measure man, that I had to 
You will cut off Presbyterians who are willing to| try tosober him. ‘The same might be said of the gen- 
‘benefit you, if you will not throw the chain around | tj¢man from Baltimore. ‘Ihe plan of union has not 
them, which they fear will drag them down to ruin. | been the cause of evil; it has promoted a steady Pres- 
The compact remains, I hold, because, Ist. It bene- | bytcrianism. If you will reject the resolution, we will 
fits certain churches contemplated in it; and 2d. It join in a circular to those Churches, which are now 
benefits other churches which are of the Presbyterian | five times as large as the Association of Connecticut ; 
form, although they are not in your power. they are composed of noble hearted men, who have 
III. The results of the destruction of this plan. been nurtured in union and not in sectarianism. ‘lhe 
1st. You will violate a solemn compact. Your reso- | proposition is mischicvous and ought to be voted down. 
lution a decp ‘The Constitution is a bond of union and never contem- 
socicty. It was decided by the Supreme Court at | plated division, and he that speaks of it in this light 
Washington, that a charter granted by one of the should be thrown from under its guardian i ee Meno Soil sare erate ae Press, and 
States when it was only a Colony, is binding now. A | secede. ‘This blessed body should be the joy of the Mrs. Louisa 
distinguished politician, now the minister of the | whole earth; it should cultivate the wide wastes; it Lowrie, Mis- 
United States to Russia, (Mr. Dallas) has indeed de- | should proclaim nothing but union, and if it should a . a pe ied from her letters, 
clared that a Convention has a right to abrogate all | proclaim any thing else, the Gentiles will never come |), oa pone a 4 aah mi ion, ee _ 
chartered rights, beexuse the Convention is the people. | to our light. sie Por- 
We must kecp the compact. It was made between] ‘[‘he Previous question was then called and carried S. E. corner of’ Seventh and George “a Puan 


CHESTER COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


A mecting of the Chester county Bible Society, wil? 
be held in the Presbyterian church in West Chester, 
on ‘Thursday evening the 8th of June,, next, at & 
o’clock. A punctual attendance of all who desire the 
prosperity of this Institution is earnestly requested. 


M. LATTA. 
Philadelphia May 23, 1837. 


Tuesday Morning, May 231. 


were now engaged in the work of the Gospel. 
It would have also an unhappy bearing on the 
Presbyterian Church. In regard to Connecticut, 
there was not as much error there as bad been 
imagined. Men of the Oid and New-school there 
were cordial with each other, and were found 


the plan of union, was resumed. 


man (Mr. Cleveland) had called for the constitu- 


The unfinished business, viz. the abrogation of 


Dr. Green. He was gratified that the gentle- 


with the Association, and therefore they should be 
consulted on its repeal. 


Mr. Dickinson questioned the right of Mr. 


Hooker, as a delegate from a foreign body, to offer 
this amendment. | 


two high contracting parties who were competent to 
make it—although the acts of the one be authoritative, 
and the other not. If you abrogate it, you sweep the 
toard; at a blow you destroy all the acts of preceding 
Assemblies; and on the same principle, the Assembly 
of 1838 may abrogate your acts. 


by a vote of 129 to 123. The main question was then 
put, and the ayes and noes being called, the third 
resolution was carried by a vote of 143 to 110, as 
follows : 


3. But as the “ Plan of Union” adopted for the 


4 FRICAN REPOSITORY—The subscriber hav- 
ing undertaken the agency fer this publication, 
informs the public, that he is ready to receive new 
subscriptions ; and assures all whe have hitherto been 


new settlements in 1801, was originally an uncon- 
stitutional act on the part of that Assembly —these 
important standing rules having never been sub- 
mitted to the Presbyteries. And as they were to- 
tally destitute of authority, as proceeding from the 
General Association of Connecticut, which is in- 
vested with no power to legislate in such cases, 
and especially to enact laws to regulate Churches 
not within her limits; and as much confusion and 
irregularity have arisen from this unnatural and 
unconstitutional system of union, therefore, it is 
resolved, That the act of the Assembly of 1801, 
entitled * A Plan of Union,” be, and the same is 
hereby abrogated. See Digest, pp. 297, 298, 299. 


tional argument, and he would briefly give it. As 
far then as the constitution was concerned, there 
was no ground for this union, and it is proved in a 
simple way. All Presbyterian judicatories are 
composed of Ministers and Ruling Elders. A 
committee man, it is not pretended, is the same as 
a ruling elder, and therefore he cannot be admit- 
ted rightfully to a seat in any of our judicatories ; 
yet this plan provides that he shall have all the 
rights of a. ruling elder. Again, it is the duty and 
characteristic of a ruling elder to rule well; buta 
committee man cannot by the very terms of Con- 
gregational government, exercise any rule; so 
that there is an essential difference between them. 


subscribers, but who may not have reccived the num- d 

bers regularly, that there will be no irregularity in 

future, and trusts the intrinsic value of the work will 

recommend it to an enlarged and extensive cireulation 

in this city. The Repository, it may be observed, is 

published for the benefit of the American Coloniza- 

tion Society, at Washington city, District of Columbia, 

and to furnish all interesting information relative to 

their object of colonizing the free people of colour in 

Africa. Issued in mouthly numbers, at $2 per annum : 

payable in advunce; back numbers or volumes can be ; 

supplied where wished. BROWN, 

Agent for the Publisher, 

No. 51 South Fifth st. above Walnut, Philadelphia. 


Qdly. If you destroy this plan, you take from a large 
portion of the Presbytcrian Church, their rights. 
Every individual of the Presbyterian Church has 
equal rights, to the charter, funds, and literary and be- 
nevolent institutions of the Church. ‘I'hat resolution 
| deprives a portion of this Assembly of this participa- 
tion. And a certain other purtion is deprived of a just 
influence in these institutions. ‘The Synod of South 
Carolina and Georgia assisted to found one professor- 
ship at Princeton; and a great portion of that endow- 
ment came from the Presbytery of Charleston Union. 
But this resolution deprives us of the right we have. I 
do not speak of myself; my church is Presbyterian. 
But you will cut off our churches, and the influence 


— preaching together, and working in revivals to- 
F gether. Although there were two Theological in- 
" stitutions, Christians were found praying for them 
q both, although there was some trifling misunder- 
standing between them. The motion implies, that | 
we are now too erroneous for further union, al- 
though that union had been formed with the kind- 
est Dulees. The effect of it has been to in- 
crease the numerical strength of the Presbyterian 
Church, and its abrogation would wound many 
hearts. Some allege that it was unconstitutional 

' from the first, because the Presbyteries never 
acted on it, and the General Association had no 


Dr. ALEXANDER insisted that he had a right, as 
a matter of deliberation; it was only the privilege 
of voting that had been denied to foreign dele- 
gates. 

The Moperator admitted the right, but over- 
ruled the amendment as not presented in the pro- 
per order, it could only come in as a substitute, by 
moving the postponement of the previous question. 
It was not insisted on, or presented in a new form. 


Dr. JunxKIN. Complained of the unjust and un- 
equal operation of this plan. If it were a fair and 
regular compact, it would be equally binding on 


‘power to ratify it; but suppose that were the case, Look again at their appointment. An individual | both parties. But was itso? ‘The government of | they ought to have over funds contributed by them. may 27th—1* | 

the consequences should not fall on the churches prweTs ay she-ales of tre elder, is solemnly set | the Presbyterian Church was binding on the peo-| 3dly. ‘This is an indirect and unjust mode of divid-| Ayes—Messrs. J. Wood, D. O. Griswold, J.C. Mac- nites 

which acted under it, The right course would apart by ordination, and certain constitutional ques- | ple, and they were amenable to its ecclesiastica 1} ing the Presbyterian Church. If the resolution were gti, m. D., A. Platt, W. Mack, J. H. Legget, J. R.| L. WILSON’S PLEA before the Synod of Cin- 
‘ to appoint a committee to consider the expediency of | Johnston, R. Frame, J. C. Edwards, J. Goldsmith, G. e cinnati in the case of L. Beecher, D. D., with 


be to send the question to the Presbyteries, and to 
_ the General Association for their action. 


Mr. Graves: The State of Illinois is rapidly 
filling up with a New England population. There 


tions are proposed to him, to which he is required 
to give an affirmative answer. None of these things 
are so in relation to a committee man, so that it is 
palpably absurd to put them on the same ground. 


courts. But it was not so with Congregationalism ; 
its Associations were merely advisory ; they had no 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction and therefore they could 
not bind the people. Hence the two systems were 


dividing the Presbyterian Church, my heart and hand 
should go with you. But, my voice shall still be heard 
to defend the rights of Presbyterians. | 


The previous question was then called ; after a con- 


Potts, R. I. Crawford, J. W. Wilkin, J. Owen, C. 
Sturges, m. p., S. Boyd, J. Lenox, N. Murray, W. W. 
Blauvelt, Dr. Alexander, J. W. Yeomans, Dr. Jun. 
kin, B. I. Lowe, J. Dorrance, B. McDowell, A. Ogil- 


the Protest of the minority of the Cincinnati Presby- 

tery; to which is added remarks on Dr. Beeeher’s 

Views in Theology, extracts from reviews, &c. &c. 

The Plea and Protest have never before ed wre in 


we have Presbyterians and Congregationalists, but | (Dr. Green then read from the Constitution, show-| totally different. If Congregationalism cannot] . 

4 ‘neither of them alone able to support the Gospel. of what sessions, Presbyteries, Synod, and| bind its people at home, it cannot bind them the questiun was put and lost by L Hegel, Dr. Green, W. Lathe, Bf. Caylee print. The ice 374 
Now, if you abrogate this plan of union, what do| General Assemblys were exclusively composed:|at a distance. The parties therefore could J. T. M. Davie, A. Hamilton, R. J. Breckinridge, M.| Just published an ARTIEN. 

- med The very day you do it, you will neutral- | yiz, Bishops and Ruling Elders.) flere is plain| enter into a compact, and this plan can never J : Tuesday Afternoon. |B. Patterson, T. Creigh, McK. Williamson, J. H. S, E. Corner Seventh & George sts., Philadelphia. 
4 ze at least twelve churches, which might become constitutional prescription, and hence it is directly | be regarded as a covenant while it only binds one) fy, pyymer. He was opposed to the violation of a | Grier, W. Fahnestock, A. Symington, J. Darrach, J. gas 

4 Presbyterian. and in terms a violation of it, to introduce into| party. The congregations in the Western Re- covenant, and although he should vote for the resolu- Penny, J. Hickson. S. McKeehan, D. Fullerton, H.| ~~ 


Mr. Woopsury, (Western Reserve). He had 
been a missionary in the north-west part of Ohio; 
and there great efforts were necessary to support the 
Gospel. this one subject they were intent; 
they had not time to agitate the subject of New 

Old-school. He knew but little of the matter, 
and this #e had learned from a stray copy of the 
Presbyterian, and a paper from East Windsor. 
He was now amazed to hear this motion; if it 
goes into effect, all the sacrifices there endured will 

in 


the structure of Presbyterianism, the privilege was 


‘who were not even committee men, have been 


your judicatories a class of men, not recognized in 
our book. However long the practice may have 
en continued, the sooner we get back the better. 
Jt has been suffered to proceed without adverting 
to its nature and consequences, because no diffi- 
culty for many yearsoccurred. At first the dele- 
gates from the Associations were permitted to vote 
in the Assembly, but when it was seen that they 
might in a close vote determine points affecting 


withdrawn, and they acknowledged the propriety 
of so doing. Both arrangements were made on the 
same ground. The union originally contemplated 
no more than that committee men should sit in 


serve are fully aware of this; they deny to the As- 
sociation any power to bind them, and the great 
mass of them have declared that they will not be 
Presbyterians. For thirty years they have been 
trying to submit to the yoke of Presbyterianism 
and they are not yet prepared. It is said the As- 
sociations give our delegates the right of voting, 
but what is the vote worth, it settles no principle, 
it is merely for advice and counsel. 
should be regarded as null and void from the be-| 
ginning ; it has induced men to adopt your Book 


he plan 


who have never seen the outside skin of it; it 


goes to the subversion of our system of Presbyte- 


rian democracy ; it has brought men on this floor 
who were not Presbyterians. Our Church is go- 


tion, he had no design that it should have an ex post 
facto bearing, and therefore he intended to propose the 
adoption of a circular letter to these churches, on the 
subject of their choosing a Presbyterian form of go- 
vernment. The passage of the resolution will take 
away rights; but we ask whose rights? not of the 
churches in Connecticut, for they are not concerned in 
it; neither will the Association complain of it, for it 
cannot affect them ; nor of the churches formed under 
this union, for we only wish to take away their non- 
ecclesiastical character. A man was recently refused 
change for a bank note at the counter of one of the 
city banks; he asked if it was counterfeit, the answer 
was no; is it good? no; what then? why, it is a sort of 
middling. So it is of these churches. If they are 
either Presbyterian or Congregational it will not affect 


Long, J. B. Boyd, W. Hughes, W. Annan, J. Hervey, 
T. D. Baird, J. W. Johnston, B. Mitchell, W. O. Strat- 
ton, S. Tait, J. Cook, N. Ewing, J. Slagie, T. Kiddoo, 
J. Gladden, m. p., W. Lowrie, J. Hannah, J. Adair, 
J. McCrackin, E. Van Deman, S. Wilson, T. Beer, 
A. Torrance, B. Dolbear, W. Patterson, R. Miller, 
J. McCombs, J. P. Turner, S. Steel, S. H. Crane, P. H. 
Golladay, J. Coe, W. Keys, D. Osborn, T. Marquis, Sr., 
H. H. Patten, Dr. Blythe, J. W. McKennan, M. 
Smith, R. Marshall, I. Coe, J. Stafford, W. K. Stewart, 
J. H. Rice, W. W. Bailey, H. Chamberlain, H. H. 
Hopkins, Dr. Cleland, C. Stuart, A. Todd, C. S. Todd, 
J. M. C. Irwin, J. Hendren, J. Morrison, W. H. Foote, 
J. Mines, Dr. Baxter, A. Hart, J. K. Moore, J. Alexan- 
der, J. Miller, S.C. Anderson, J. Dunn, Dr. Graham, 
E. W. Caruthers, A. McQueen, W. S. Pharr, A. L. 


S.| Theology, 4 do.; Dick’s 


LOGICAL BOOKS.—Bingham’s Works, 8 
TS 8vo.; Jeremy Taylor’s Works, 3 vols. royal 
Svo.; Skelton’s Works, 6 do. do. ; McGavin’s Protes- 
tant, 2 do. do.; Milner’s Church History, 2 do. do; 
Macknight’s Harmony of the Gospels ; Macknight on 
the Epistles ; Prideaux’s Connexions, 2 vols. Svo.; 
Saurin’s Sermons, 2 do. do, ; Scott’s Theologica! Works, 
8 do. do.; Scott’s Commentary, 6 do. do.; Dwight’s 
Theology, 2 do.; : 
Works, 2 do. ; Campbell on the Gospels ; with a general 
assortment of Theological, Classical, and day 
School Books. Also, a splendid assortment of Family, 
Octavo and Pocket Bibles; Psalms and Hymns, 
Prayer Books, &c. in a variety All 

i i west prices, 
of which will be sold at UE, 


ey will be- | Presbyteries, but finally they were found on the Pharr Phi phia. 
: ivate members, | verned by Bishops and Ruling Elders, now look if| them. ‘They are, however, like the children of Bun. | Watts, H. Potter, G. Andrews, J. W. Cunningham, 0. ourth aii hiladel 
Presbyte this isthe the Western Reserve, which has | yan’s Badman and Goodwife, who were a kind of} Dr. Brown, J. Galbraith, J. L. Sloss, S. Hodge, Z.Cou-} may 27. 
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England I do not fellowship; I do not believe they 
| exist, at: least error is not more prevalent there 
= than in the Presbyterian Church, and they ‘might 
with ag great reason say that they eva or, the | . 
| correspondence for fear of being corrupt us. ; a 
Mr. “had a the cAuley,Dr. Peters, R. Aickman, D. Schenck, E. Chee- 
New England Associations, and before weut he ver, Seymour, A. Miller, D. Burnet, O. Woodruff, W. 
i] believed there was more error there than he now bell, 
cH, Kiall, R. H. Archer, m. p., J. Faris, J S.Marm . 4 
4 believes to exist. In the Association of Rhode | tin, M. Dey A, Saunders Ww. Fuller, J. Seward, R. Nut. ‘ 
: ting, E. Barber, B. Woodbury, I. J. Rice, J. H. Breck, | 
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| 
| 
| 
| @ 
region, to the Sagsehes to form a Presbytery or d 
_ Association; the™result was, that a Presbytery 
(Maur of which he was pov 
a the ie, if you let them alone, th . 
-* come Presbyterians; if you pass this, 4 
rianism must fall there, | 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


ESTIMONY AND MEMORIAL OF THE CON- 
NBENTION OF 183% 


Christ is called in-his providence to take a 
yWwhich may materially affect their Mas-} 
to ese and influence for good or ill the 
déatipies of large portions of mankind through | 
successive is a very. plain, 
as Well-as solemn duty, to state clearly the 
reasons of their condict—the evils of which 
they complain—the objects at which they + 
aim—rand the remedies: which they propose. 
This‘Gonvention, consisting of one hundred 
and ‘twenty-four members, of whotn one hun- 
dred and twélve are delegated by fifty-four 
Presbyteries, and- twelve by minorities in 
_ eight other Presbyteries, all of which mem- 
bere are ministers or ruling elders of the 
resbyierian Church in the United States of 
America; after mature deliberation, full con- 
sultation with each other, and earnest prayer 
to God for direction, have agreed on the fol- 
lowing memorial, and-do hereby respectfully 
lay it beforé the General Assembly now in 
session—and through it before all the church- 
es and the whole world, as our solemn, and as 
we trust effective» Testimony against evils 
which faithfulness to God, and to the world, 
will no longer permit us to endure. 
That: we have not been rash and hasty, nor 
manifested a factious opposition, to errors and 
disorders; which were only of small extent, or 
recent introduction, is manifestly proven by 
the fact that these.evils have been insidiously 
spreading through our Church for many years 
—and that they have at length become so 
mature, and. so diffused, as not only to per- 
vade large portions of the Church, but to reign 
crinaanaty over the body itself, through 
successive General Assemblies. On the other’ 
hand, that we have not been wholly faithless 
to our Master and to truth, we appeal to the 
constant efforts of some through the press and 
pulpit—to the firm and consistent course of 
- gome of our Presbyteries and Synods—to the 
faithful conduct of the minorities in the As- 
semblies of 1831, 2, 3,4, and 6—to the Act 
and. Testimony—to the proceedings of the 
Conventions of Cincinn:ti in 1831, and Pitts- 
burgh in 1835, and to the noble Assembly of 
1835. 
‘We contend especially and above all for 
the truth, as it is made known to us of God, 
for the salvation of men. We contend for 
nothing else, except as the result or support 
ofthis inestimable treasure. It is because 
this is subverted that we grieve; it is be- 
causé our standards teach, that we bewail 
their perversion; it is because our Church 
order, and discipline preserve, defend, and 
diffuse it, that we weep over their impending 
ruin. It is against error that we emphatically 
bear our testimony,—error dangerous to the 
souls of men, dishonouring to Jesus Christ, 
contrary. to, bis revealed truth, and utterly at 
variance with our standards, Error not as it 
may be-freely and openly held by others, in 
this age and land of absolute religious free- 
dom ; but error held, and taught in the Pres- 
byterian Church, preached and written by 
persons who profess to receive and adopt our 
Scriptural standards—promoted by societies 
operating widely through our churches—re- 
duced into form, and openly embraced by al- 
most entire Presbyteries and Synods—favour- 
“ed by repeated acts of successive General As- 
seinblies, and at Jast virtually sanctioned to an 
alarming extent by the numerous Assembly of 
1836. | 
To be more specific, we hereby set forth in 
order, some of the doctrinal errors against 
which we -bear testimony, and which we, 
and the churches, have conclusive proof, are 
widely disseminated in the Presbytertan 


Church. 


-In relation to Doctrine. 


Resolved, That the next General Assembly should 
express their decided condemnation of the following 
errors, which are alleged to have obtained currency 1n 
the Presbyterian Church: viz. 

‘1. ‘That God would have been glad to prevent the 

- existence of sin in our world, but was not able, without 

destroying the moral agency of man, or that for aught 

that appears in the Bible to the contrary, sin ts incl. 
dental to any wise moral system. | 

9. That election to eternal life is founded on a fore- 
sight of faith and obedience. 

-3. That we have no more to do with the first sin of 
Adam than with the sins of any other parent. 

4. That infunts come into the world as free from 
moral defilement as was Adam, when he was created. 

5. That infants sustain the same relation to the mo- 
ral guvernment of God in this world as brute animals, 
and that their sufferings and death are to be accounted 
for, on the same principles as those of brutes, and not 
by any means to bz considered as penal. 

6. That there is no other original sin than the fact 

- that all the posterity of Adam, though by nature inno. 
‘cent, or possessed of no moral character, will always 
begin to sin When they begin to exercise moral agency ; 
that original sin does not include a sinful bias of 
the human mind, and a just exposure to penal suffer- 
ing; and that there is no evidence in Scripture, that 
infants, in order to salvation, do need redemption by 
the blood of Christ, and regencration by the Holy | | 
t. | 
That the doctrine of imputation, whcther of the 
vilt of Adam’s sin or of the righteousness of Christ, 
bee no foundation in the word of God, and is both un- 
jast and absurd. 
8.. That the sufferings and death of Christ were not 
_ truly vicarious and penal, but symbolical, governmental 
and instructiveonly. 
9. That the impenitent sinner is by nature, and in- 
dependently of the renewing influence or almighty 
energy of the Holy Spirit, in full possession of all the 
ability necessary to a full compliance with all the 
commands of 
10; That Christ never intercedes for any but those 
who are actually united to him by faith ; or that Christ 
does"yiot intercede for the elect until after their rege- 
neration, : 
11. That saving faith is the mere belief of the word 
of God, and not a grace.of the Holy Spirit. 
12. ‘That regeneration is the act of the sinner him- 
self, and that it consists in a change of his governing 
purpose, which he himself must produce, and which is 
the result, not of any direct influence of the Holy 
irit on the heart, but chiefly,ofa persuasive exhibition 
the truth analagous to the influence which one man 
exerts over the mind of another; or that regeneration 
is not an ifistantaneous act, but a progressive work. 
-13. That God has done all that he can do for the sal- 
vation of all men, and that man himself must do the. 


ae That God cannot exert such influence on the 
minds of men, as shall make it certain that they will 
choose und act in a particular manner without inpair- 

ing their moral agency. a? 
15. ‘That the righteousness of Christ is not the solc 
of the sinner’s acceptance with God ; and that 


in no sense does the righteousness of Christ become 


re. .. 
16. That the reason why some differ from others in 
regard to their reception of the Gospel is, that they 
make themselves to differ. ; 

It is impossible to contemplate these errors without 
perceiving, that they strike at the foundation of the 
system of Gospel grace; and that, from the days of 

elagius and Cassian to the present hour, their recep- 
tion has uniformly marked the character of a Church 
apostatizing from “the faith once delivered to the 
saints,” and sinking into deplorable corruption. To 
bear a public and open testimony against them, and as 
far as possible to banish them from the “household of 
faith,” is a duty which the Presbyterian Church owes 
to her Master in heaven, and without which it is im- 
possible to fulfil the great purpose for which she was 
founded by her divine Head and Lord. And this Con- 
vention is conscious that in pronouncing these crrors 
unscriptural, radical, and highly dangerous, it is actua- 


rowing persuasion that such errors cannot fail in their 
Sitimate effect, to subvert the foundation of Christian 
hope, and to destroy the souls of men. The watchmen 
on the walls of Zion would be traitors to the trust re- 


- 


posed in them, were they not taéry aloud, and proclaim | 
a solemn warning against 
‘ 


portion of the Church of Jesus | lusive: 


of detecting and vanquishing error. That any form 


“| attaching themselves to us, have either evaded subscrip- 


- "2. The refusal of Presbyteries when requested by 


the office of Evangelist, and the consequent tendency 
to a general neglect of the pastoral office; to frequent 
and hurtful changes of pastoral relations ; to the multi- 
plication of spurious excitements, and the consequcnt 
spread of heresy and fanaticism, thus weakening and 
bringing into contempt the ordinary and stated agents 
and means, for the conversion of sinuers, and the edifi- 
cation of the body of Christ. 


of the Church, and the consequent growth of practices 
and principles entircly foreign to our systein; thus de- 
priving the pastors of necdful assistants in discipline, 
the people of proper guides in Christ, and the churches 
of representatives in the ecclesiastical tribu- 
nals. 


the express understanding that they are to serve but 
for a limited time. 


rial representation in the General Assembly, which has 


tained wishes of the majority of the Church and people 


lial principles of freedem, justice, and equality, on 


exercise authority and influence, direct and indirect, 
over Presbyters, as to their field uf labour, place of resi- 
dence, and mode of action in the difficult circumstances 
of our Church, thus actually throwing the control of 
affairs in large portions of the Church, and sometimes 
in the General Assembly itself, out of the hands of the 
Presbyteries into those of single individuals or small 
committees located at a distance. 


ceedings of several General Assemblies, and especially 
those of 1832, 3, 4, and 6, directly or indirectly sub- 
verting some of the fundamental principles of Presby- 
terian government—effectually discountenancing dis- 
cipline, if not rendering it impossible, and plainly con. 
niving at and favouring, if not virtually affirming as 
true, the whole current of false doctrine which has 
been for years setting into our Church, thus making 
the Church itself a principal actor in its own dissolution 
and ruin. 


which we now mourn should obstruct the exercise of 
Discipline, may not only be easily supposed, but un- 
happily the very evils which rendered it imperatively 
necessary, conspired to prevent the possibility of its 
regular exercise. A Church unsound in faith is neces- 
sarily corrupt in practice. 


which we have already pointed out, and the grievous 
declensions in Church order heretofore stated, has ad- 
vanced step by step, the ruin of all sound discipline in 
large portions of our Church, until in some places our 
very name is becoming a public scandal, and the pro- 
ceedings of persons and churches connected with some 
of our Presbyteries, are hardly to be defended from 
the accusation uf being blasphemous. 
evils, of which this Convention and the Church have 
full proof, we specify the following : | 


cient sentence against gross crrors, cither in thesi, or 
when found in books printed under the names of Pres- 
bytcrian ministers, or when such ministers have been 
directly and personally charged. 


the complete sccurity in which our own members 
have preached and published in newspapers, pam- 
phlets, periodicals, and books, things utterly subver- 
sive of our system of truth and order, while none 
thought it possible (exccpt in a few, and they almost 
fruitless, attempts) that discipline could be exercised, 
and therefore none attempted it. 


people, in which unauthorized and incompetent per- 
sons conducted worship in a manner shocking to public 
decency ; females often leading in prayer, in promiscu- 
ous assemblies, and sometimes in public instruction; the 
hasty admission to church privileges,and the failure to 
exercise any whulesome discipline over those who sub. 
sequently fell into sin;«€ven of a public and scandal. 
ous kind; and by these and other disorders, grieving 
and alienating the pious members of our churches, 
and so filling many of them. with rash, ignorant, 
and unconverted persons, as gradually to destroy all 
visible distinctions between the Church and the world. 


ror with great zcal, and disturbed the Church with 
irregular and disorderly conduct ; some have cntirely 
given up the stated preaching of the Gospel, others 
have turned aside to secular pursuits, and others still 
while nominally engaged in some part of Christian 
effort, have embarked in the wild and extravagant spe- 
culations which have so remarkably signalized the 
times, thus tending to secularize and disorganize the 
very ministry of reconciliation. 


ecclesiastical bodies, of partics ranged against each 
other, on personal, doctrinal, and other questions; 
strifes and divisions amongst our people—bitter con- 
tentions amongst many of our ministers: a general 
weakening of mutual confidence and affection ; and, in 
some Gases; a resort to measures of 

fustice lly inconsistent with the Christian 
ted by no feeling of party zeal; but by a firm and aa 7 et | 


byterian Church, -we believe that the time is : 


opinions so corrupt and de- 


In relation to Church Order. : 
Believing the Presbyterian Form of Government to 
be. that instituted by the inspired Apostles of the Lord, 
in the early church, and sanctioned, if not commanded 
in the seattered notices contained in the New Testa- 
ment, on the general subject; our hearts cling to it as 
to.that order approved by revelation of God, and made 
menifest by long experience, as thebest method of 
preserving and spreading his truth. When that truth 
is in danger we hold but the more steadfastly to cur 
distinctive church order, as affording the best method 


of administration should totally prevent evil, is ma- 
nifestly impossible while men continue as they are; 
and it is no small praise to the institutions of our 
ehureh, that they so ncarly reach this result, as to be 
incapable of regular action in the hands of those who 
are themselves corrupt. They live with and for the 
truth; to spread: error, they must be perverted; and 
before a general apostacy, Presbyterian order must 
always perish. 
Thus it has been in these evil times. Abundant 
proof is before this Convention, and indeed before the 
whole world, that the principles of our system have 
been universally departed from, by those who have 
departed from our faith; and that generally that has 
been done’ with equal steps. Or if, as there is reason 
to fear, some portions of the church, still hold the 
external form of Presbyterianism, and deny the power 
of its sacred doctrines, they are those only, who, in 


lion to our creed—or subscribed without believing 1t. 
It is enough that any system should exclude honest 
errorists—and speedily detect, if it cannot exclude 
those who are otherwise. | 

Among the departures from sound Presbyterian or-. 
der, against which wo fcel called on to testify, as mark- 
ing the times, are the following : 
1. The formation of Presbyteries without defined 
and reasonable limits, or Presbyteries covering the 
same territory, and especially such a formation founded 
on doctrinal repalsions or affinities, thus introducing 
schism into the very vitals of the body. 


any of their members, to examine all applicants for 
admission into them, as to their soundness in the faith, 
or touching any other mattcr connected with a fair 
Presbyterial standing, thus conccaling and conniving 
at error, in the very stronghold of truth. | 

3. The licensing of persons to preach the Gospel, 
and the ordaining to the office of the ministry such as 
not only accept of our standards merely for substance 
of doctrine, and others who are unfit and ought to be 
excluded for want of qualification—but of many even, 
who openly deny fundamental principles of truth, and 
preach and publish radical errors as already sct forth, 

4. The formation of a great multitude and variety 
of creeds which are often incompatible, false, and con- 
tradictory of each other and our Confession of Faith 
and of the Bible; but which even if truc are needless, 
seeing that the public and authorised standards of the 
Church are fully sufficient for the purposes for which 
such formularies were introduced: namely, as public 
testimonies of our faith and practice, as aids to the 
teaching of the people truth and rig!iteousness, and as 
instruments of ascertaining and prescrving the unity 
of the Spirit in the bonds of peace; it being under- 
stood that we do not object to the use of a brief'abstract 
of the doctrines of our Confession of Faith, in the pub. 
lic reception of private members of the Church. 

5. The needless ordination of a multitude of men to 


6. The disuse of the office of ruling elders in portions 


7. The electing and ordaining ruling elders, with 


8. A progressive change in the system of Presbyte- 
been persisted in by those holding the ordinary majo- 
rities, and carried out into detail by those disposed to 
take undue advantage of existing opportunities, until 
the actual representation seldom exhibits the true 
state of the Church, and many questions of the deepest 
interest have been decided contrary to the fairly ascer- 
in our communion, thus virtually subverting the essen- 
which our whole system rests. 


9. The unlimited and irresponsible power, assumed 
by several associations of men under various names, to 


10. The unconstitntional decisions and violent pro- 


In relation to Discipline. 
That a sfate of affairs even approaching to that over 


Truth is in order to God- 

iness; and when it ceases to make us pure, it is no 

onger considered worthy of being contended for. 
With the woful departures froin sound doctrine, 


Amongst other 
1. The -impossibility of obtaining a plain and suffi- 


2. The public countenance thus given to error, and 


3. The disorderly and unseasonable meetings of the 


4, While many of our ministers have propagated er- 


5. The formation in the bosom of our churches, and 


7. of Reform. 
- Such'being the state of things in the Pres- 


fully come, for the adoption of some mea- 
sures, which shall speedily furnish relief from 
the evils already referred. to. ‘Under this 


conviction, we present. ourselves respectfully 


before you, praying you to lose no time, in 
so adjusting the important matters at issue, 
as to restore at once purity and peace to our 
distracted Church. We are obliged to record 
our most solemn and settled belief, that the 
elements of our present discord are now too 
numerous, too extensively spread and essen- 
tially opposed, to warrant any hope that they 
can, in any way, be composed, so long as they 
are compressed within the limits of our pre- 
sent ecclesiastical organization. Mutual con- 
fidence is gone, and is not to be restored by 
any temporising measures. This is a sad, 
but a plain truth. It is a result over which 
the Ehurch has long mourned, and at which 
the world has scoffed—but- for the prodution 
of which we, and those who agree with us, 
cannot hold ourselves responsible, firmly be- 
lieving, as we do, that we are, in this contro- 
versy, contending for the plain and obvious 
principles of Presbyterian doctrine and po- 
lity. Ina word, it needs but a glance at the 
general character, the personal affinities, and 
the geographical relations of those who are 
antagonists in the present contest—to be sa- 
tisfied that our, present evils have not origi- 
nated within, but haye been brought from 
without—and are, ina great degree, the con- 
sequences of an unnatural intermixture of 
two systems of ecclesiastical action—which 
are in many respects entirely opposite in 
their nature and operation. ‘Two important 
families in the great Christian community, 
who might have lived peacefully under diffe- 
rent roofs—and maintained a friendly inter- 
course with each other—have been brought 
beneath the same roof, and yet without an 
entire incorporation. Contact has not produ- 
ced real union, except in a comparatively few 
instances: on the contrary, original differen- 
ces of opinions and prejudices in relation to 
the principles of government and order, in 
many points of great practical moment, have, 
for a number of years, been widening instead 
of narrowing—and those who would have 
been friendly as neighbours, have, at last, by 
being forced together into the same dwelling, 
after many and painful conflicts, furnished 
abundant evidence of the necessity of some 
effectual remedy. We cannot consent to 
meet any longer upon the floors of our seve- 
ra] judicatories, to contend against the visible 
inroads of a system, which, whether so de- 
signed or not, is crippling our energies, and 
which, by obvious but covert advances, me- 
naces our very existence. We are in danger 
of being driven out from the home of our 
childhood. 

While, however, we complain and testify 
against the operations of this unnatural, un 
wise, and unconstitutional alliance just re- 
ferred to, we wish it to be distinctly under- 
stood that we do it, chiefly because of our 
sincere belief that the doctrinal purity of our 
ancient Confession of Faith is endangered— 
and not because of the preferences we have 
for a particular system of mere church govern- 
ment and discipline. We hold the latter to 
be important mainly from their relation to 
the former. Hence, we wish it to be dis- 
tinctly understood, that we have not, nor do 
we wish to have, any controversy with the 
system of Congregational church government 
upon its own territory. ‘Towards the churches 
of New England, which stand fast in the faith 
once delivered to the saints—towards the 
distinguished and excellent brethren in the 
Lord in those churches, who are now testify- 
ing against the errors which are troubling 
them, as they are troubling us, we entertain 
the most fraternal esteem and affection. Let 
there be no strife between us: and there will 
be none, so long as there is no effort made by 
either body to intrude upon the domestic con- 
cerns of the other. We want no more than 
to be allowed the fair and unimpeded action 
of our own ecclesiastical principles. We 
desire to stand upon our own responsibility 
—and not to be made involuntary sharers in 
the responsibility of other bodies and systems 
of action, with which we cannot entirely har- 
monize. We desire to perform our Master’s 
work upon principles which we prefer, be- 
cause they are the first principles of our own 
ecclesiastical system of government—recogni- 
zing at every step the propriety and necessity 
of responsibility, and refusing to commit to 
any man, or body.of men, large and important 
trusts, without the right cf review, control, 
and, if needs be, speedy correction. | 

These being our views, we earnestly urge 
upon the attention of the Assembly, the fol- 
lowing items of reform. 


1. While we wish to maintain as hereto- 
fore,-a friendly correspondence and _inter- 
change of annual visits, with the evangelical 
associations of New-England—We are anx- 
iously looking to the General Assembly in the 
hope and belief that it will take into imme- 
diate consideration the plan of union adopted 
by the Assembly of 1801,(See Digest, p. 
297, 298)—and that it will perceive in the 
originial unconstitutionality and present per- 
nicious operations of that plan, reasons for its 
immediate abrogation. 

2. While we desire that no body of Christian 
men of other denominations, should be pre- 
vented from chvosing their own plans of 
doing good—and while we claim no right to 
complain; should they exceed us in energy 
and zeal—we believe, that facts too familiar 
to need repetition here, warrant us in affirm. 
ing that the organization and operations of 
the so called Aimerican Home Missionary So- 
ciety, and American Education Society and 
its branches of whatever name, are exceed- 
ingly injurious to the peace and purity of the 
Presbyterian Church. We recommend ac- 
cordingly, that they should be discountenanc- 
ed, and their operations as far as possible 
prevented, within our ecclesiastical limits. 

5. We believe that every Church, Presby- 
tery, or Synod now in nominal connection 
with this Assembly, but which is not organ- 
ized on Presbyterian principles, should be 
immediately brought into order, dissolved, or 
disconnected from the Presbyterian Church. 

4. We believe that it is highly important, 
that, at the present time, Presbyteries should 
ve directed to examine henceforward all 
licentiates and ministers applying for admis- 
sion from other denominations on the subjects 
of theology and church government, as well 
as personal piety and ministerial qualifica- 
tions, and to require of them an explicit 
adoption of the Confession of Faith, and Form 
of Government. 

5. We desire that immediate measures be 
taken, in order that such members of any 
Presbytery as hold any of the errors, or prac- 
tise any of the disorders now testified against, 
may be subject to discipline: that such Pres- 
byteries and Synods as tolerate them, may be 


cited and tried, and such of these bodies as 


are believed to consist chiefly of decidedly 


unsound or disorderly members may be sepa- 


rated from the Presbyterian: Church—provi- 


sion being made at the same time for the re- 
union of orthodox churches, private members, 
or ministers, who may be found in any of 
them with other convenient bodies. 

6. As these are times of high and danger. 
ous excitability in the public mind, when im- 
prudent or partisan men may do great injury, 
especially when they have facilities for ope- 
rating on a large field, this Convention is of 
opinion that the General Assembly ought to 
make known to our national societies, not 
previously noticed in this memorial, that the 
Presbyterian Church expects of them great 
caution in the selection of their travelling 
agents, and that it ought to be regarded as 
peculiarly unkind in any of them to give to the 
correspondence or general bearing of their in- 
stitutions, a bias against the strictest order, 
and soundest principles of our beloved branch 
of the Church of Christ. 


CONCLUSION. 

And now we submit to the highest tribunal 
of vur Church—to all our brethren beloved 
in the Lord—and to the generation in which 
our lots are cast—a Testimony which we find 
ourselves unable to weaken or abridge, and 
keep a good conscience towards God and 
man. We have performed a duty to which 
the providence of God has shut us up. We 
have done it in reliance on his grace, and in 
view of his judgment bar. Whatever the 
issue may be, we rejoice in the sense of 
having discharged a great and imperative ob- 
ligation, manifestly required at our hands, and 
“ail whose issues ought to promote the purity, 
the peace, and the unity of the Church of 
Christ. 

The whole responsibility of future results, 
is from this moment thrown first upon the 
General Assembly now in session ; and after- 
wards upon the whole Church. ‘The Assem- 
bly will of course, pursue such a line of con- 
duct as will appear to acquit it, before carth 
and heaven. ‘The destinies of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, as now organized, are in its 
hands— and our Saviour will require a strict 
account concerning it. The great body of 
the Church, must needs rejudge the whole 
action of the Assembly—and on her judg- 
ment we repose, with a sacred assurance, se- 
cond only to that which binds our hearts and 
souls in filial confidence to her glorious Lord. 
lor ourselves, the hardest portion of our work 
is past. Hearts which the past has not bro- 
ken, have little need to fear what the future 
can bring forth. Spirits which have not 
died within us, in the trials through which 
we have been led, may confidently resign 
themselves to Elis guidance, whose words 
have rung ceaselessly upon our hearts “* This 
is the way, walk ye in it”—and whose cheer- 
ing voice comes to us from above, * Fear 
not, it is I.” 

By order of Convention. 

GEO. A. BAXTER, President. 
C. C. CUYLER, Vice President. 
C. Barrp, Clove. 


Horace S. Pratt, 
Philadelphia, May 18, 1837. 


THE BEGGAR AT THE BARRIER DE PASSY. 
FROM THE FRENCH. 


Many years since, when J] was a young man 
about twenty years of age, I used very fre- 
quently to spend the Sunday with my mother, 
who resided at Versailles, this being the only 
day of the week on which I could leave Paris. 
I generally walked as far as the Barrier, and 
thence [ took a seat in one of the public car- 
riages to my mother’s house. When I hap- 
pened to be early for the Diligence, I used to 
stop and converse with a beggar whose name 
was Anthony, and who regularly took his sta- 
tion at the Barrier de Passy, where, in a loud 
voice, he solicited alms from every one who 
passed, with a degree of perseverance that 
was really astonishing. I generally gave him 
a trifle without inquiring whether he deserved 
it or not, partly because lL had got into the ha- 
bit of doing so, and partly to get rid of his 
iinportunities. One day in summer, as | 
waited for the diligence, f found Anthony at 
his usual post, exerting his lungs, and bawl- 
ing incessantly his accustomed form of petition 
—‘ For the love of heaven bestow your alms 
on a poor man—Messiers, Mesdames, the 
smallest trifle will be gratefully received.’ 

While Anthony was in this manner pouring 
his exclamations into the ears of every one 
who came within the reach of his voice, a 
middle aged man of respectabie appearance 
Joined me. He had a pleasant expression: of 
countenance, was very well dressed, and it 
night be seen at a glance that he was a man 
in good circumstances. Here was a fit sub- 
ject for the beggar, who quickly made his ad- 
vances, proclaiming in a loud voice his pover- 
tv, and soliciting relief. ‘* You need not be a 
beggar unless you please,’ replied the gentle- 
inan, * when you can have an income of ten 
thousand crowns.’ ‘ You are pleased to jest, 
sir,’ answered Anthony. ‘ By no means,’ said 
the gentleman; ‘ 1 never was more serious In 
my life. Listen to me, my friend. You per- 
ceive that | am well dressed, and I tell you 
that I have every thing that a reasonable man 
need desire.’ * Ah! sir, you area fortunate 
man.’ ‘* Well, but my friend, [ would not 
have been so if | had sat and begged as you 
are doing.’ ‘I have no other means of gain- 
ing my living.’ ‘Are youlame?’ ‘No, sir.’ 
‘You are not blind, or deaf, and you certainly 
are nut dumb, as every passer-by can testify. 
Listen: I shall tell you my history in a few 
words. Some fifteen or twenty years ago, I 
was a beggar like yourself; at length I began 
to see that it was very disgraceful to live on 
the bounty of others, and | resolved to aban- 
don this shameful way of life as soon as I pos- 
sibly could. I quitted Paris—I went into the 
provinces—I begged for old rags. ‘The peo- 


ple wefe very kind to me, and in a short time 


1 returned to Paris with a tolerable large bun- 
dle of rags of every description. I carried 
them to a paper maker, who bought them at a 
fair price. 1 went on collecting, until to my 
great joy my finances enabled me to purchase 
rags, so that | was no longer compelled to beg 
forthem. At length, by diligence and indus- 
try, | became rich enough to buy an ass with 
two panniers, and this saved me both time and 


makers found that I dealt honestly by them; 
I never palmed off bad rags for good ones; I 
prospered, and see the result—in place of be- 


sand crowns a year, and two houses in one of 
the best streets in Paris. If, then, my friend, 
you can do no better, begin as a rag mer- 
chant, and here,’ he continued, ‘is a crown 
to set you up in your new trade; it is more 
than I had; and in addition, please take no- 
tice, that if 1 find you here another Sunday, I 
shall report you to the police.’ ‘On saying 


this, the old gentleman walked off, leaving 
Anthony and myself in a state of ‘great sur- 
prise. Indeed, the beggar had been so 


ing a poor despised beggar, 1 have ten thou-| 


much interested in the history he heard, 


‘that he stood with open mouth and eyes in 


mute astonishment, nor had he even power to 
solicit alms from two well dressed ladies who 
passed at that moment. I could not help be- 
ing struck with the story, but I had no time to 
comment on it, as the Diligence had arrived, 
in which [ seated myself, and pursued my 
way. From that period [ lost sight of the | 
beggar : whether the fear of the police, or the 
hopes of gaining ten thousand crowns a year, 
had wrought the change, I was not awate ; it 
is sufficient to say, that from that day for- 
ward he was never seen at the Barrier. 


Many years after, it happened that business 
called me to Tours. In strolling through the 
city 1 stepped into a bookseller’s shop to pur- 
Chase a new work that had made some noise. 
I found there, four young men, all busily 
employed, while a stout good looking man 
was giving them orders, as he walked up and 
down with an air of importance. I thought J 
had seen the face of the bookseller before, but 
where, J could not fora moment tell, until he 
spoke, and then [ discovered him to be my old 
friend Anthony. The recognition was mu- 
tual, he grasped my hand, and Jed me through 
his shop into a well furnished parlour ; he la- 
vished every kindness on me; and, finally, 
gave me his history from the time we parted 
at the Barrier. With the crown of the stranger 
he began, as he had advised him, to collect 
rags; he made money; became the partner 
of a paper manufacturer; married his daugh- 
ter; in short, his hopes were fulfilled ; his 
ambition gratified, and he could now count 
his income at ten thousand crowns. He pray- 
ed every day for blessings on his benefactor, 
who had been the means of raising him from 
the degraded condition of a common beggar. 
Anthony is so convinced of the evil and sin 
of idleness, and of subsisting on the alms of 
others, that, while liberal and kind to those 
who are willing to work, no entreaties, no 
supplications, ever prevailed on him to be- 
stow a single sous on those who would not 
help themselves. 


EW BOOKS.—The Examination of the Pelagian 
and Arminian Theory of Moral Agency, as re- 
cently advocated by Dr. Beecher in his “ Views in 
Theology ;” by. Joseph Harvey. Memoir of Rev. Gus- 
tavus I. Davis, D.D., late Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Hartford, Conn., with Six Sermons on the 
peculiar sentiments of the Baptist denomination; by 
Abigail L. Davis. Memoirs of the Life and Writings 
of the Rev. Claudius Buchanan, D.D.; by the Rev. 
Hugh Pearson, D.D., with the Notes relative to the 
present state of Religion in India; and an Introduc- 
tion, by Caspar Morris, M.D. With a large assort- 
ment of Theological, Classical, School, and Miscella- 
neous Books. For sale at 134 Chestnut strcet, Phila- 
delphia by HENRY PERKINS. 
may 27—3t 


HEOLOGICAL BOOKS.—George & Byington, 
Theologica! Buoksellers, &c. N. W. corner of 
Chesnut and Fifth streets, Philadelphia, have just re- 
ceived in addition to the former stock, a large assort- 
ment of London and American Theological and Reli- 
gious Books, which they offer at very reduced prices 
for cash, among which are to be found—Bibles in 
every form, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, German, and Eng- 
lish, &c.; Psalm and Hymn Books, plain and fine; 
Prayer Books, fine and plain ; Dictionary of the Bible; 
Dictionary of do. in German; Calmet’s Dictionary of 
the Bible; Crabb’s Synonyms; Hebrew and Latin 
Lexicons; Dwight’s Theology; Knapp’s Theology ; 
Barnes on the Gospels; Campbell on do.; Barnes on 
Romans; Hodge on do.; Stuart on do.; Stuart on He- 
brews; Barnes on Acts; Slade on the Epistles; Barnes’ 
‘Prayers; Saurins’ Sermons ; South’s do.; Payson’s do.; 
John Calvin’s Commentaries; Harley’s do.; Kaineil 
Commentaries ; Clark’s do. ; Testaments, of all kinds 
and languages; Simeon’s Works; Matthew Henry’s 
do.; Lardner’s do.; John Howe’s do.; Bishop Hop- 
kin’s do. ; Lord Bacon’s do.; Scott’s do.; Edward’s do. ; 
Paley’s do.; Jay’s do.; Wesley’s do.; Chalmer’s do.; 
Sherwood’s do.; Hannah Moore’s do.; Robert Hall’s 
do.; Josephus’ do.; Robertson’s du.; Walk about Zion, 
by Rev. J. A. Clark; Bishop Warburton’s Works ; 
Jeremy Taylor’s do.; Secker’s do.; Bickersteth’s do. ; 
Hobart’s do.; Moshcim’s Church History ; Wadding- 
ton’s do. do.; Milner’s do. do.; Soames’ History of the 
Reformation; Bishop Burnet’s do. do.; Bishop Burnet’s 
Exposition of the 39 Articles; Memoirs of Boling- 
broke; British Pulpit; Suddard’s do.; Cause and Cure 
of Infidelity ; MeKnight’s Harmony of the Gospcls; 
McKnight’s Apostolical Epistles; Holden on the Fall 
uf Man; Family Devotion; Finney on Revivals; Pri- 
deaux’s Connexion; Hunter’s Sacred Biography ; 
Bloomfield’s Critical Digest ; ‘Townsend’s Bible; Light- 
foot’s Works ; Hugh’s Introduction to New Testament ; 
McGavin’s Protestant; Robinson’s Scripture Charac- 
ters; Charnock on the Existence of God; Dick’s Im- 
provement of Society; Burkitt’s Expository Notes; 
Treasury Bible; Christian Library; Fox’s Book of 
Martyrs; Bloomfield’s Testament; Bingham’s Church 
History; Bridgewater Treatises; Watson’s Practical 
Divinity; Triglott Evangelists; Rosenmuller on New 
Testament; Edward’s Works; Slade on the Epistles ; 
Dick’s Theology; Young Disciple, by Rev. J. A: 
Clark. 

In addition to the above, the subscribers have on 
hand a general assortment of Classical and Miscella- 
ncous Works, together with the usual articles of Sta- 
tionery, and the usual assortment found in Booksel- 
lers’ and Stationers’ establishments. | 

may 27. 


HILADELPHIA TRACT DEPOSITORY, No. 
42 North Sizth street, between Market and Arch 
streets, Philadelphia. All the publications of the Ame- 
rican Tract Society for sale as above—among which 
are: 

The Evangelical Family Library, in 14 volumes, 
neatly bound and lettered in uniform style, at 42 cents 
a volume. | 

Also, Occasional Volumes, comprising Baxter, Fla- 
vel, Doddridge, Bunyan, Edwards, Brainerd, Allcine, 
Mather, Pike, Wilberforce, Henry, Keith, Martin, 
Pearce, Kilpin, Payson, and Harlan Page; with Ab- 
bot’s Young Christian, Mother at Home, Child at 
Home, and Gallaudet’s Youth’s Book on Natural 
Theology, History of Joseph, History of Jonah, Child’s 
Book on Repentance, and Bible Stories. | 

Youth’s Biographical Series —Memoir of- Nathan 
W. Dickerman; Mary Lathrop; John W. Mcad; 
Caroline Hyde. | 

Pocket Manuals.—Daily Scripture Expositor; Daily 
Food; Daily Texts; Crumbs from the Master’s Table; 
Heavenly Manna; Gems of Sacred Poetry; Dew 
Drop; Gift for Mourners; Advice to a New Married 
Couple. 

Miscellaneous.—Burdet’s Sermon to the Aged; Life 
of John Newton; Life of Leighton; Life of Swartz; 
Boatswain’s Mate. 7 

Tract Volumes.—Gencral Series to 330, bound in 
10 volumes—The Children’s Tracts, in 8 volumes. 

Tracts in the German, French, Spanish, Italian, 
Portuguese, Danish, Welth, and Swedish Languages. 

The Tracts are sold at the rate of fifleen pages for 
one cent. : | 

may 27—3t* 


SALMS AND HYMNS—Approved by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and published 
for their benefit, both large and small size, and in fine 
and plain binding, may constantly be had of the sub- 
scriber, at the lowest prices, either by the thousand co- 
pies or a less number. | 
All orders from Booksellers, Churches, and others wil 


labour. My business increased, the paper | be, as heretofore, immediately attended to by 


SOLOMON ALLEN, 


ew—tf No. 117 Chesnut street. 


AFAYETTE COLLEGE.—The summer Term 
commenced on the 27th April. | 


For the summer Term of 21 weeks. For boarding 
and tuition, one half in advance, $62; washing and 
light, additional, by the quantity, the value of labour 
deducted. Students furnish their own rooms, and it is 
generally to their advantage to bring their bedding 
with them. Other matters, such as chairs, tables, &c. 
can be procured at the College. Evidence of good 
moral character must be furnishéd. Lads under fifteen 
ought not to have money ; a deposit in the President’s 
hands should be made for their immediate expenses. 


Jungin, President. 


march 18-3m. 


vating and 
Rev. John 
“ Student’s 
Spirits, and its substitutes as a means o 
health: by Reuben D. Mussey, M.D. Ques. 1. What 
is the history of the origin of Ardent Spirits, and of its 
introduction into Medical practice ? Ques. 2. What 
are its effects upon the Animal Economy? Ques. 3. Is 
there any condition of the system in health or discase 
in which its use is indispensable, and for which there 
is not an adequate substitute ?—Just published and for 
sale, by the hundred, dozen, or single copy.’ A Trea- 
tise on Bread, and Bread Making: by Sylvester Gra- 
ham. 


| SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHER—The 


Sabbath School Teacher; designed to aid in cle- 
rfecting the Sabbath School system : by 
odd, author of “Lectures to Children,’’ 
Manual,” &c. Prize Essay on Ardent 


invigorating 


Just published and for sale by . 
HENRY PERKINS, 


may 13—3t. No. 134 Chesnut strect, Philad, 


RS CARTER, Theological, and Classical 
Bookseller, No. 112 Canal street, Corner of Lau 
rens, New York, has constantly on hand a large and 
general assortment of Theological, Classical, and Miscel- 
laneous Books. Orders from a distance will always re- 

ceive prompt attention. August 6.—ti. 


BALTIMORE HAMS.—Just received a lot of 
choice Baltimore Hams. These Hams are hand- 
somely cut and of convenient size, and their flavour is 
such that they cun, with great confidence, be recom- 


and Family Grocery Store, S. W. corner of Dock and 
Second streets, Philadelphia. 

JAMES R. WEBB. 
Also, prime Jersey [Iams and Shoulders, Dried Beef 
and Tongues, and Bologna Sausage, domestic and ini- 
ported, for sale as above. 
may I 


BOOKS.—George W. Donohue 

No. 13 South Fourth street, has for sale a welk 
selected stock of Thcological and Classical Booke, 
among whieh are the following: Dwight’s Theology, 
4 vols. Dick’s Theology, 2 vols. Knapp’s Theology, 2 
vols. Jeremy Taylor’s Works, 3 vols. Chalmer’s Works, 
Bingham’s Works, 8 vols. Milner’s Church History, 2 
vols. Jones’ Church History, Bickersteth’s Works, 
Bishop Hobart’s Works, 3 vols. Prideaux’s Connexion, 
Leighton’s Works, Fuller’s Works, Skelton’s Works, 
Gesenius’s Hebrew and English Lexicon, by Robin- 
son, Greek and English Lexicon of New ‘Testament, 
do. Robinson’s Calmets Bible Dictionary, &c. &. Min- 
isters, Students, and others wishing to purchase are re- 
spectfully invited to call, as he is determined to sell at 
the very lowest priccs. 

may 13 


HEOLOGICAL BOOKS—Dwight’s Theology, 

4 vols; Dick’s Theology, 2 vols; Hill’s Divinity, 
2 vols; Burnet’s History of the Reformation, 4 vols; 
do. History of his Own Times, 4 vols; Robinson’s 
Calmets Dictionary; Bloomfield’s Critical Digest, 8 
vols; Bloomfield’s Greek Testament, 2 vols 8vo; 
Horne on the Psalms, 8vo; Fuller’s Works, 2 vols 
8vo; Milner’s Church History, 2 vols; Murdock’s 
Mosheim’s Church History, 3 vols; Saurin’s Sermons, 
2 vols; Whitfield’s Sermons; Cruden’s Concordance; 
Bunyan’s Works, 2 vols; Suddard’s British Pulpit, 
2 vols; Neale’s History of the Puritans 3 vols; Howe’s 


of Martyrs ; Eusebius’s Church History ; Dick’s Works, 
6 vols; Geisler’s ‘l'ext Book of Ecclesiastical History, 
3 vols; Watson’s Body of Divinity; McGavin’s Pro. 
testants, 2 vols; Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge , 
8vo; Bush’s Scripture Lilustrations ; Hunter’s Sacred 
Biography ; Binder’s Memoirs of Pious Women; 
Prideaux’s Connexions, 2 vols; Paley’s Works; Stuart 
on the Hebrews; Stuart on the Romans; Lowth on 
Isaiah; do on Hebrew Poetry; Hodge on Romans; 
Jones’ Church History ; Hall’s Works 3 vols; Hugg’s 
Introduction to the New Testament; Wesley’s Mis- 
cellancous Works, 3 vols; Baxter’s Select Works, 
2 vols; Brown’s History of Missions, 2 vols; Wad- 
dington’s Church History ; Porter’s Homalectics, &c. ; 
Leland on Revelation, 2 vols; Hooker’s Family Book 
of Devotion; Schmucker’s Popular Theology ; Han- 
nam’s Pulpit Assistant, 2 vols; Latimer’s Sermons, 
2 vols; Knapp’s Theology, 2 vols; Putter on Church 
Government; Charnock on the Attributes; Ebenezer 
Erskine’s Works, 3 vols; Lime Street Lectures; 
Leigbton’s Works, 1 vol ; do on Peter; Magee on the 
Atonement, 2 vols; Massilon’s Sermons, 1 vol; Mi- 
chaellis on Laws of Moses, 4 vols; Chillingworth’s 
Works, 1 vol; Brown’s Christian Pastor’s Manual; 
Hopkins Bp. Works, 4 vols; Skelton’s Works, 6 vols ; 
Jay’s Works, 3 vols; Collyer’s Lectures; Burder’s 
Village Sermon’s; Sturdevant’s Preacher’s Manual, 
2 vols; Sherlock’s Works, 5 vols; Witherspoon’s 
Works, 9 vols; Newton’s Works, 2 vols} Campbell 
on the 4 Gospels, 2 vols; Campbcll on Miracles ; 
McKnight on the Epistles; do. Harmony of the Gos- 
pels, 2 vols; &c. 

The subscriber has the pleasure of announcing to 
his friends and the publie gencrally, that he has re- 
cently madé such additions to his stock of Books in the 
various departments of Theology, Church History, and 
Biblical Literature, and on such favourable terms as to 
enable him to offer them at lower prices than they can 
be obtained for at any other bookstore in the United 
States. Clergymen, Students, and others are invited 
to call and examine for themselves, as the best means 
of ascertaining that they will find not only a splendid 
collection of rare and valuable books, but many that 
can be found no where else on this side of the Atlantic. 

J. WHETHAM, 


M ISS BEECHER ON THE SLAVE QUESTION. 
1 Henry Perkins, No. 134 Chesnut street, has just 
published “ An Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism, 
with reference to the duty of American Females,” by 
Catharine E. Beecher. 


OSCOW ACADEMY FOR YOUNG GENTLE- 
MEN.—Spring session to commence ‘Monday, 
April 24th. Terms for board, tuition, &c. $60 per ses- 
sion of five months, payable ene balfin advance. No pu- 
il received for less than halfa session. Branches taught : 
The whole course of Mathematics, Natural and Moral 
Philosophy, Arcient and Modern History, Chemistry, 
Mineralogy, Botany, Logic, Rhetoric, Composition and 
Declamation—together with the Greek, Latin and French 
Languages. Lectures upon the natural sciences during 
the term. 

This Institution is located ina very healthy section of 
country ; is easy of access, being situated on the Phila- 
delphia and Lancaster turnpike, and one mile and a half 
from Parksburg on the Pennsylvania Railway. 

Parents wishing a safe place in point of morals for their 
children, will find the situation particularly eligible. 

Application may be made to the subscriber at the 
Academy. Letters from a distance to be directed to 
Black-horse Post Office, Chester county. Pennsy!vania. 

GAYLORD L. MORE. 

March I], 1837. 


References: Rev. James Latta, Mantua; Rev. David 
McCarter, Union Church, Lancaster county, Pa.; Rev. 
David M. Smith, Principal of Hudson River Seminary, 
New York; Levi Haves. Unionville. 


OARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS, Perth Am- 

boy, New Jersey—S. E. Woo.nriver, Principal. 

The design of the School, and the highest aim of the 

Principal, is “to train up a child in the way he 
should go.” 

References—Rev. John McDowell, D. D., Rev. 
James Patterson, Rev. John L. Grant, James Hunt, 
Esq. The place is healthy, and easy of access. 

april 1—23t* 


~ AWRENCEVILLE CLASSICAL AND COM. 
MERCIAL SCHOOL, between Princeton and 
Trenton, N. J. Boys are admitted into this Institu- 
tion, who are betwecn the age of six and fourteen. 
‘l'he Summer Session will commence on the Ist of 
May. Circulars, exhibiting the plan of the school, 
‘l'erms &c. may be had of the Rev. Wm. W. Phil- 
lips, D.D. 454 Broome street, N. Y. of J. Whetham, Esq. 
No. 22 South Fourth strect, Philadelphia, of A. G. 
Cochran, Esq. New Orleans, or by addressing the sub- 


criber. A. H. PHILLIPS, 
feb. 11 Lawrenceville, N. J. 


ALDWIN AND COLTON,—Temperance Tea 
dealers and Family Grocers, No. 244 Market street 
above Seventh, have for sale the following choice goods, 
Green and Back Teas, fresh and selected with care, 
1d Mocha, Java, Ceylon, Curracoa and Surinam Cof- 
fee, Boston Syrup Molasser, superior to any made in 
this city. Boston Double and Single refined Loaf Su- 
gar, London Split Peas, just received, Parmasan 
Cheese, do. Maccaroni and Vermicelli, Superior Jersey 


Sausages, French Sardins, Mustard, &c. &c. 
march 


ORISON’S PILLS.—The ang Genuine 
Hygeian Universal Vegetable Medicines of the 
British College of Health, may be obtained of R. Fenner, 
GENERAL AGENT, No, 24 South Seventh Street; 
doors below Market street, Philadelphia. For gener 
convenience they may now be had in 25 & 50 cent 
boxes, and No. 1. and No. 2. separate, Respectable 


and are desirous to extend relief to others, may be ap- 
pointed sub-agents on application as above. The public 
is cautioned against counterfeits and imitations. 


may 13—12t,* 


mended to families. For sale at the ‘Temperance Tea — 


Works; Robinson’s Scripture Characters; Fox’s Book 


Hams, Smoked Tongues, and Beef, Imported Bologna 


parties who have been benefitted by the medicines, - 
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